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Dear Councillor 
 
LICENSING AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE - WEDNESDAY, 17TH 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
You are invited to attend a meeting of the Licensing and Public Safety Committee to be held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Chorley on Wednesday, 17th September 2008 commencing at 1.30 
pm. 
 
(Please note the earlier commencement time for the meeting)  
 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for absence   
 
2. Declarations of Any Interests   
 
 Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of 

matters contained in this agenda. If the interest arises only as result of your membership 
of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council then you 
only need to declare it if you intend to speak. 
  
If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting. 
Normally you should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed. You do, 
however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the 
room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately. In either case you 
must not seek to improperly influence a decision on the matter. 
 

3. Minutes  (Pages 1 - 2) 
 
 To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Public 

Safety Committee held on 4 June 2008 (enclosed) 
 

4. Licensing Liaison Panel Minutes - 12 May 2008  (Pages 3 - 4) 
 
 Report of Corporate Director (Governance) (enclosed) 

 
5. Licensing Liaison Panel Minutes - 7 July 2008  (Pages 5 - 8) 
 
 Report of Corporate Director (Governance) (enclosed) 

 
 
 

Town Hall 
Market Street 

Chorley 
Lancashire 

PR7 1DP 
 

8 September 2008 



 

6. Licensing and Registration  - Summary of Activity from 17 May 2008  - 01 
September 2008  (Pages 9 - 12) 

 
 Report of Corporate Director (Governance) 

 
7. Allocation of Hackney Carriage Plate Number Nine.   
 
 The Corporate Director (Governance) will report at the meeting. 

 
8. Hackney Carriage Proposed Fare Increase  (Pages 13 - 16) 
 
 Report of Corporate Director (Governance) (enclosed) 

 
9. Review of Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences (Unmet demand)   
 
 The Corporate Director (Governance) to report at the meeting.  

 
10. Chorley Council's Conditions for the Licensing of Hackney Carriage and Private 

Hire Vehicles  (Pages 17 - 116) 
 
 Report of Corporate Director (Governance) (enclosed) 

 
11. Any other item(s) that the Chair decides is/are urgent   
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

 
Donna Hall  
Chief Executive 
 
Gordon Bankes 
Democratic Services Officer  
E-mail: gordon.bankes@chorley.gov.uk 
Tel: (01257) 515123 
Fax: (01257) 515150 
 
Distribution 
 
1. Agenda and reports to all Members of the Licensing and Public Safety Committee 

(Councillor Iris Smith (Chair), Councillor Edward Smith (Vice-Chair) and Councillors 
Judith Boothman, Magda Cullens, David Dickinson, Doreen Dickinson, Anthony Gee, 
Pat Haughton, Catherine Hoyle, Keith Iddon, Hasina Khan, Marion Lowe, 
Thomas McGowan, Debra Platt, Ralph Snape, John Walker and Stella Walsh for 
attendance.  

 
2. Agenda and reports to Chris Moister (Head of Legal Services), Zeynab Patel (Solicitor), 

Stephen Culleton (Licensing Manager), Bob Beeston (Licensing Enforcement Officer), 
Janet Brereton (Legal Assistant (Licensing and Registration)) and Gordon Bankes 
(Democratic Services Officer) for attendance.  

 
 



 

This information can be made available to you in larger print 

or on audio tape, or translated into your own language.  

Please telephone 01257 515118 to access this service. 
 

 
 

 

01257 515822 

01257 515823 
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LICENSING AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE   
Wednesday, 4 June 2008 

Licensing and Public Safety Committee 
 

Wednesday, 4 June 2008 
 

Present: Councillor Iris Smith (Chair), Councillor Edward Smith (Vice-Chair) and Councillors 
Magda Cullens, David Dickinson, Anthony Gee, Pat Haughton, Catherine Hoyle, Keith Iddon, 
Hasina Khan, Marion Lowe, Debra Platt, Ralph Snape, John Walker and Mrs Stella Walsh 
 
 

 
 

08.LPS.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Judith Boothman, Mrs 
Doreen Dickinson and Thomas McGowan. 
 
 

08.LPS.02 DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS  
 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 
 

08.LPS.03 MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Safety 
Committee held on 2 April 2008 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
With regard to Minute 08.LS.29, the Committee was informed that a suitable 
company was being identified to carry out an independent survey on met 
demand. 
 
With regard to Minute 08.LS.33 the Committee was informed that an opportunity 
had been given to the proprietor to produce records to collaborate the facts, but 
nothing had been received.  A letter would be sent to the solicitor giving the 
proprietor another opportunity to produce the documents and asking whether 
the issue be taken to court. 
 
 

08.LPS.04 LICENSING LIAISON PANEL - 31 MARCH 2008  
 
The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Liaison Panel 
held on 31 March 2008. 
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes be noted. 
 
 

08.LPS.05 REVIEW OF GUIDELINES ON THE RELEVANCE OF CONVICTIONS  AND 
POLICE CAUTIONS FOR USE IN DETERMINATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR 
HACKNEY CARRIAGES AND PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCES AND THE 
OPERATORS AND PROPRIETORS OF THOSE VEHICLES  
 
Further to Minute 08.LS.30, the Committee received a report of the Corporate Director 
of Governance requesting the Committee to approve, following consultation, a draft 
Statement of policy and revised guidelines on the relevance of convictions and Police 
cautions for use in determining applications for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Drivers’ Licences. 
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LICENSING AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE   
Wednesday, 4 June 2008 

RESOLVED – That the draft policy and revised guidelines attached at Appendix 
A to the submitted report be approved. 
 
 

08.LPS.06 CHORLEY CONDITIONS FOR THE LICENSING OF HACKNEY CARRIAGES 
AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES  
 
The Committee received a report of the Corporate Director of Governance on 
proposals to revise conditions for the purpose of licensing Hackney Carriages and 
Private Hire Vehicles to operate within the controlled district of Chorley. 
 
The report indicated that Chorley Council was responsible to ensure that hackney 
carriages and private hire vehicles are suitable for use and that they meet conditions 
and road worthiness, suitable appearance and comfort.  The Council also had power 
to require those vehicles to be submitted for inspection and testing and to impose 
conditions on licensees. 
 
The Committee received at the meeting a 13 page submission on behalf of the 
Chorley Hackney Carriage Association which drew Members attention to several 
issues relating to the proposals. 
 
RESOLVED – That this item be adjourned to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 

08.LPS.07 LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  
 
The Committee was requested to put forward 5 Members to each of the agreed dates 
for the Licensing Sub-Committee to consider either personal and premises or reviews 
under the Licensing Act 2003/Gambling Act 2005 (3 Members plus 1 reserve) or to 
consider hackney carriages/private hire licences or any other miscellaneous licences 
(5 members) depending on the business to be considered. 
 
Members were requested to inform Democratic Services within a week, those 
meetings dates which they could not attend. 
 
 

08.LPS.08 LICENSING AND REGISTRATION - SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY  FROM 15 
MARCH 2008 - 16 MAY 2008  
 
The Committee received a report of the Corporate Director of Governance on the 
various licences and permits used, regulations effected and enforcement activity for 
by the Licensing Section between 15 March 2008 and 16 May 2008. 
 
Members expressed concern at the proposal to transfer the Licensing Section to the 
Neighbourhoods Directorate and that the post of Licensing Enforcement Officer might 
be lost.  A petition had been received from the Taxi trade in support of keeping the 
Licensing Enforcement Officer and the Committee AGREED to give support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
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LICENSING LIAISON PANEL – 12 May 2008 
 

PRESENT Councillor Iris Smith, Councillor Edward Smith, Bob Beeston, Janet 
Brereton, Conrad Heald, Sergeant Bushell, Sergeant Clitheroe, Yaqoob Illahi, 
Brian Crompton, Phil Cooper, Paul Clitheroe, Antony Price, Mazaffar Hussain, 
Peter Verhaege.  

 
APOLOGIES: Stephen Culleton; Mohammed Amin   

 
1. MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING 

 
1.1 Parking Issues – Portland Street car park being used as shortcut 

through to Brown Street – this had been raised at the last Town 
Centre Forum and Janet Brereton was waiting for comments back 
from the Highways Section. 

 
2. INTRODUCTION TO TOWN CENTRE MANAGER, CONRAD HEALD - 

Councillor Iris Smith introduced Conrad Heald who explained his background 
and the experience he brought to the position of Town Centre Manager.  He 
said he was the link between businesses and the Council and would welcome 
approaches from the licensed trade with any ideas, issues and initiatives.  A 
discussion followed regarding the evening and leisure economies.  Some 
panel members said that a number of their journeys were to take people out 
of the Chorley area at the weekend.  Conrad explained the planned 
improvements to the Markets, Market Walk Phase 2 and the development of 
the Gillibrand Street/McDonald’s site all contributed to encouraging more 
customers and visitors and investment which in turn improved the night-time 
economy.  He continued to add that as a Council we would be focussing on 
the positive things about Chorley such as it being a safe town and said that 
he would be working on a Town Centre guide to show what is available and 
looking to develop events taking place during the day and night time.  Conrad 
agreed to attend future meetings of the Licensing Liaison Panel.  

 
3. VIOLENT CRIME IN CHORLEY TOWN CENTRE  - Sergeant Tony Bushell 

explained that violent crime covers a wide range of offences and that violent 
crime was not a major problem within Chorley.  He said that he would be 
involved in any initiatives connected to this.  Bob Beeston explained that 
MATAC (Multi-Agency Tasking and Co-ordination) were looking to extend 
Pub Watch outside the Town Centre area with a view to possible inclusion of 
Chorley and South Ribble District Hospital.  He asked for any information 
from taxi/private hire drivers regarding problem customers and said that the 
trial of the camera in the hackney carriage had been very useful.  Bob said 
that he was looking to increase the trial to include private hire vehicles. 

 
4. UPDATE ON NEW BADGES AND PHOTOGRAPHS – Janet Brereton 

informed the panel that the new badges and photographs would be up and 
running by the 1 July 2008.   

 
5. VEHICLE TESTING ARRANGEMENTS – As requested, the hackney 

carriage/private hire trade provided written feedback on the proposals to 
vehicle testing.  There was a full discussion, however, in the absence of the 
Licensing Manager, it was agreed that the feedback be looked at by him on 
his return from sick leave.    
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6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
1 Smoking in Licensed Vehicles - Councillor Iris Smith reminded 

everyone that it was an offence to smoke in any licensed vehicles. 
2 Licensed Vehicles dropping off/picking up at Aldi supermarket – 

Councillor Iris Smith said that she had noticed on occasion that  
licensed vehicles were not waiting in a sensible and considerate 
place when dropping off/picking up at Aldi supermarket.  She just 
asked everyone to note this. 

3 Parking on Taxi Rank, High Street – A panel member said that 
Parkwise was now enforcing the law regarding illegally parked 
vehicles on the Rank.   

4 Unmet Demand Survey – A panel member queried the letters sent 
out by the Licensing Section regarding the unmet demand survey.  
He said that the date on the letter was November 2007 and asked 
that this typing error be noted.   

 
 

7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – the next meeting will take place on 
Monday 7 July 2008 at 10.30am in the Committee Room, Town Hall, Chorley.   
 

ALL THOSE WISHING TO RECEIVE THE AGENDA AND MEETING NOTES BY 
EMAIL, PLEASE LET ME HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS BY EMAILING ME ON 
janet.brereton@chorley.gov.uk 
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LICENSING LIAISON PANEL – 7 July 2008 
 
PRESENT Councillor Iris Smith, Councillor Edward Smith, Councillor Pat Haughton, 
Councillor Judith Boothman, Chris Moister, Stephen Culleton, Janet Brereton, Bob 
Beeston, Conrad Heald, PC Herbert, Antony and Julie Price, Andrew Price, Paul and 
Ann Clitheroe, Yaqoob Illahi, Brian Crompton, Phil Cooper, Shak Ahmed, Hifzul 
Mala, Mohammed Sajid, Clyde and Sandra Crowther, Mazaffar Hussain, John and 
Debbie Grey, Rashid Sohail, Lee Williams, Peter Verhaege and David Hamer.  
 
1 APOLOGIES: There were no apologies for absence.   
    
2 MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING 

2.1 Violent Crime in Chorley Town Centre – following on from the last 
Licensing Liaison Panel, Steve Culleton reported that he had met with the 
Ward Sister at the Accident and Emergency Department at Chorley Hospital 
with a view to linking any drunk/disorderly behaviour by persons attending the 
hospital with the Pub Watch scheme. 

  
3 INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER – CHRIS MOISTER – 
Councillor Iris Smith introduced Chris Moister to the panel.  
 

4  PUB WATCH ITEMS - The representative for Pub Watch said that he had no 
specific items, however, he pointed out that the town centre remained quiet.  He 
added that the longer licensing hours had been successful for some but not for 
everyone.  He would be happy to participate in ways to instil life in the town centre.  
Councillor Iris Smith asked for an update on the Best Bar None award and the 
representative said that some pubs had now received the award and the next set of 

assessments were about to commence. 
 
5 POLICE ITEMS - The Town Centre Community Beat Manager reported that 
there were no problems at present within the town centre.  There were no questions 
raised from panel members. 
 
6 TOWN CENTRE ITEMS/TOWN CENTRE SURVEY  - Conrad Heald informed 
everyone that there was a presentation on the Town Centre Design Audit taking 
place on Monday 14 July 2008 and there were invitations for people to take away 
with them.  He said that the Audit identified 10 priorities and one of the top priorities 
is Market Street.  He explained that there will be public consultation of the audit 
between 9 July and 9 August 2008, following which an Action Plan would be 
produced.  Conrad Heald was currently working on the findings of a business 
questionnaire he had sent out and looking at a loyalty card scheme. 
One of the panel members said that the rise in rents/rates was an issue.  The Town 
Centre Manager explained how the rents/rates system works. 
 
7 TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE ITEMS 

7.1 Parking on Rank – It was confirmed that Parkwise were now 
enforcing parking on the Rank on High Street. 
7.2  Rank on High Street/Bus Station – Bob Beeston explained that with 
the enforcement carried out by Parkwise, hackney carriages were being 
moved on when parked outside the Tut ‘n’ Shive.  Hackney carriages were 
now trying to use the rank at the bus station, however, this land is private land 
and there is an agreement in place to allow a rank to be there.  As the bus 
station rank had not been used for some time the Bus Station Manager had 
allowed bus station staff to park there.  It would appear that some drivers of 
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licensed vehicles have been using it as a parking area, leaving their vehicles 
unattended.  The Bus Station Manager had said that he would make the 
space available for rank purposes for one month and monitor the situation.  
The Bus Station Manager had said that if the hackney carriage proprietors 
approached him, he would provide a list of times when coaches/buses arrived 
from destinations further afield so that the proprietors would know the best 
times to rank up.     
7.3 New Livery update – Steve Culleton reported that the launch in the 
town centre had gone well and that two private hire companies had been 
involved.  A questionnaire had been carried out at the time of the launch to 
engage with the public and it had received favourable press.  A panel member 
asked whether the cost of the first set of livery could be met by the Council, 
but Steve Culleton explained that there was no provision in the budget to 
allow for this to take place.  A general discussion took place and the following 
points were raised: 
Position of the livery on vehicles already displaying company signage.  Steve 
Culleton said that there had to be consistency of the vehicles displaying the 
livery. 
Magnetic signs for licensed vehicles which were also used for 
chauffeuring/weddings.  Steve Culleton agreed to look into this. 
Costs of the livery – the costs would be as follows (all subject to VAT) – 
Rear plate £9, Door signs £16.50, Internal Sign £7. 
There was a general view from the panel representatives that there had been 
a lack of consultation on this matter.  
7.4 New badges/photographs update – Janet Brereton informed 
everyone that the new badges were now being issued.  There was a question 
regarding the wording on the badges which stated that ‘it is an offence under 
the Town Police Clauses Act 1847 to refuse to take a fare.’  The panel 
representative said that there had been certain instances of refusing to take a 
fare such as when safety would have been an issue or a fare could not be 
paid up front.  Steve Culleton said that this was a legal matter and agreed to 
look into it. 
Another panel member asked about a licence to drive private hire vehicles 
which had lapsed and which the Council had not granted.  Steve Culleton 
pointed out that if a licence expires there was nothing to renew and that the 
application becomes a grant of a licence with the additional information such 
as CRB and medical required.  Steve Culleton agreed to look into this matter, 
but said that it would require the conditions which are already in place to be 
changed.     
Fare sheets – a panel member raised a question regarding fare sheets and 
Steve Culleton confirmed that the fare sheets would be available free of 
charge. 
7.5 Website for Licensing Liaison Panel Minutes – Janet Brereton said 
that future minutes of the Licensing Liaison Panel would be available on the 
Council’s website for anyone to view.  To find them, visit www.chorley.gov.uk 
and click on Business (left hand side), then Licensing and scroll down to 
Licensing Liaison Panel.  Free website access is available at libraries and the 
Council’s one stop shop. 
7.6 Information sheets – Steve Culleton asked for feedback on the 
information sheet which had recently been sent out as a means to inform the 
licensed trade of changes within the licensing system.  Whilst there were 
some concerns regarding the costs, it was generally accepted that all 
proprietors should receive a copy of the information sheet no more than 
quarterly.   
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7.7 Re-issue of Hackney Carriage Plate 9 - Steve Culleton informed 
everyone that all possibilities of a legal challenge had now been exhausted 
and that he would be looking to issue the plate in the near future.   
7.8 Vehicle Testing Arrangements – Following the representations 
made by the trade and their legal representative, the Licensing Section 
worked at addressing the concerns of the proposed new vehicle testing 
arrangements.  Another working party has been arranged for August to 
discuss the changes made.  Once the conditions are finalised, they will be put 
on the Council’s website to enable any representations to be made.  There 
was a discussion concerning a previous working party which did not go ahead 
as there were no representatives available from the trade.  One panel 
member raised concerns at the number of meetings he was being asked to 
attend.  Councillor Iris Smith asked that anyone trying to contact her by 
telephone should leave a name and telephone number for her to return the 
call and deal with the matter.    
 

8 UPDATE ON UMET DEMAND SURVEY - Out of the 5 invites which had 
been sent out only 2 proposals had been returned.  Steve Culleton said that the costs 
were higher than he had anticipated and he was waiting to have a meeting with the 
Council’s Corporate Director of Governance, Andy Docherty, to progress the matter.  
Discussion followed regarding how the information would be obtained and the 
Licensing Manager agreed that some information should be obtained by the 
surveyors coming on to the streets.  The use of the CCTV camera was discussed to 
show unmet demand, but it was pointed out that the cameras were there to cover 
crime and there were legal implications for using them for other purposes.  The 
Guidelines from the Office of Fair Trading were discussed and the view that a 
decision could be made by the Chief Executive regarding unmet demand, but the 
survey needed to be independent.  It was agreed that the railway station should be 
included in the survey and someone raised an issue regarding fares booked with an 
operator being picked up by a hackney carriage.  Bob Beeston said he would deal 
with such cases individually. A panel member asked for the minutes to record that 
the Licensing Section noted and accepted that the date on the letter regarding the 
survey was November 2007 when the letters were actually sent out in February 
2008. 
 
9 GUIDELINES ON CONVICTIONS – Steve Culleton said that the report giving 
guidelines to applicants relating to their convictions had now been passed by the 
relevant Committee. 
   
10 PLANNING PERMISSION RELATING TO PRIVATE HIRE OPERATORS 
LICENCES - Steve Culleton said that he was currently looking at planning issues and 
working with the Council’s Planning Section to ensure that the correct planning 
permission is in place.  A letter will be sent to all operators reminding them of their 
obligations with regard to planning permission.  A panel member asked for the 
opportunity to discuss planning issues with Bob Beeston and he agreed to do so. 
 
11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS –  

11.1 Costs re livery – There was a discussion concerning the cost of the 
livery. 
11.2 Tariff increase – Representatives from the taxi trade handed a letter 
to the Council requesting a tariff increase due to the rising costs of fuel. 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – the next meeting has been arranged 
for Monday 1 September 2008 at 10.30am in the Council Chamber, Town 
Hall, Chorley.   
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Updated Template December 2007  

 

 
Report of Meeting Date 

Corporate Director of 
Governance 

Licensing and Public Safety Committee 
17 September 

2008 

 

LICENSING AND REGISTRATION – SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY 

FROM 17 MAY 2008 – 01 SEPTEMBER 2008 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. To inform the Committee of the various licences and permits issued, registrations effected 
and enforcement activity for the above period. 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. Members are asked to note the report. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT 

3. This report is for information only. 
 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
 
4. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

Put Chorley at the heart of regional 
economic development in the 
Central Lancashire sub-region 

 Develop local solutions to climate 
change.  

 

Improving equality of opportunity and 
life chances  

 Develop the Character and feel of 
Chorley as a good place to live  

 

Involving people in their communities   Ensure Chorley Borough Council is a 
performing organization  

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
5. This report is for information only. 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
6. The table below shows the number of licences/registrations issued during this period 

under the Licensing act 2003. 
 

Number of New Variations Change 
of 

Address 

Transfer 
of 

Premises 
Licence 

Change 
of DPS 

Personal Licences 9 0 6 N/A N/A 
Premises Licences 
with alcohol 

1 1 1 5 19 

Premises Licences 
without alcohol 

0 0 0 1 0 

Club with alcohol 0 0 0 0 0 
Club without 
alcohol 

0 0 0 0 0 

Temporary Event 
Notice with alcohol 

33 0 0 0 0 

Temporary Event 
Notice without 
alcohol 

2 0 0 0 0 

Interim Authority 
Notice 

1 0 0 0 0 

 
REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCES 
 
7. There have been no review applications during this period. 
 
HEARINGS 
 
8. No hearings have taken place during this period. 
 
GAMBLING ACT 2005 
 
9. The table below shows the number of licences/permits issued during this period under the 

Gambling Act 2005. 
 

Number of Conversion New Variations 

Betting Premises Licence (other) 0 0 0 
Bingo Premises Licence 0 0 0 
Adult Gaming Centre 0 0 0 
Family Entertainment Centre Premises 
Licence 

0 0 0 

PERMITS 0 0 0 
Notification of Intent to have 2 Gaming 
Machines 

0 10 0 

Small Society Lottery Registration 0 1 0 
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HACKNEY CARRIAGES, PRIVATE HIRE REGISTRATIONS 
 
10. The table below shows the number of licences/registrations issued during this period.  

Generally, renewal of Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle/Drivers Licences and 
renewal of Private Hire Operator Licences are now done by the One Stop Shop. 

 

Number of New Renewals Transfers Vehicle 
Change 

Private Hire Vehicles 12 54 1 3 
Private Hire Drivers Licence 15 52 0 0 
Private Hire Operator 2 7 0 0 
Hackney Carriage Drivers 
Licence 

9 20 0 0 

Hackney Carriage Vehicle 0 12 2 1 

 
SECOND HAND GOODS 
 
11. There has been 1 application granted for second hand goods licence during this period. 
 
HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTIONS 
 
12. There has been 1 application made for a House to House Permit during this period for the 

following charities. 
 

Name of Charity 
 

Date of Collection 
 

The Royal Society for Protection of 
Birds 

2 June – 29 June 08 

 
STREET COLLECTION PERMITS 
 
13. There have been 9 applications granted for Street Collection Permits during this period for 

the following charities. 
 

Name of Charity Date of Street Collection 

Cancer Research 24 June – 27 June 08 
Chorley Lions 26 May 08 
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 31 October – 7 November 08 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 6 June 09 
Addiction Dependency Solutions 19 July 08 
Derian House Children’s Hospice 31 July 08 
Adlington and District Carnival 9 August 08 
Christies Charity Events 30 August 08 

 
MOTOR SALVAGE OPERATOR 
 
14. There have been no applications for Motor Salvage Operator Licences during this period. 
 
UPDATE FOR COUNCILLORS 
 
15. Mr Laurence Day appeared before Committee on 2 April 2008 and had his private hire 

drivers, vehicle and operators licences revoked, he appealed against the Committee’s 
decision and appeared before South Ribble Magistrate’s Court on 28 July 2008, the 
magistrates upheld the decision of the Committee to revoke Mr Day’s licences. 
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16. Mr Kenneth Anthony Green appeared before South Ribble Magistrate’s Court on 23 July 
2008, for offences committed on 6 February 2008, of permitting a vehicle to be used 
without a private hire vehicle licence, operating a private hire vehicle in a controlled district 
without an operator’s licence and permitting a vehicle to be used without a test certificate.  
He was fined £2000 and ordered to pay £326 prosecution costs, the case was heard in his 
absence. 

 
17. An alleged offence of kidnapping and common assault took place on 16 May 2008, the 

accused and Mr Yasar Mahmood and Mr Rashid Sohail who both hold hackney carriage 
and private hire drivers licences.  The case has been committed to Preston Crown Court 
on 1 November 2008. 

 
ENFORCEMENT/INSPECTION VISITS FOR PERIOD FROM 17 MAY 2008 – 01 SEPTEMBER 
2008 
 
18. There have been 38 enforcement visits for private hire/hackney carriage vehicles and taxi 

premises.  55 visits/checks to licensed premises have also been made during the above 
period. 

 

1 visit has been made to a gambling premises. 

 
SUSPENSION OF VEHICLES 
 
19. 14 suspension notices have been issued to taxis on the grounds of public safety. 
 
JOINT OPERATIONS 
 
20. There has been 1 joint operation on Saturday, 16 August with Chorley Council Licensing, 

the Police, VOSA vehicle operators and Chorley Council Benefit Fraud Investigators 
during this period. 

 
COMPLAINTS 
 
21. There have been 3 complaints received during this period. 
 

IMPLICATIONS OF REPORT 
 
22. There are no implications arising from this report. 
 

Finance  Customer Services   
Human Resources  Equality and Diversity  
Legal  No significant implications in this 

area 
 

 
 

ANDREW DOCHERTY 
CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE 
 

There are no background papers to this report. 

    

Report Author Ext Date Doc ID 

Jayne Day 5708 29 August 2008 LEGREP/2908LM1 
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Updated Template December 2007  

 

 
Report of Meeting Date 

 

Corporate Director of 
Governance 

 

Licensing and Public Safety Committee  17/9/2008 

 

HACKNEY CARRIAGE PROPOSED FARE INCREASE 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. To bring to the attention of members a request from the Chorley Hackney Carriage 
Association for a hackney carriage fare increase (copy attached). 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. That the committee considers the request for a fare increase and considers any 
representations the Chorley Hackney Carriage Association or their representatives may 
wish to make. 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT 

3. A written request for an increase in hackney carriage fares was received by the councils 
licensing department on 13th July 2008 a copy of the letter is attached at appendix (A).  

 
4. The reason for the request is the increase in fuel prices, which have increased by 25% over 

the last 18 months. 
 
5. Under Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions Act) 1976. The 

council may fix fares for time and distance, and all other charges in connection with the hire 
of a hackney carriage. 

 
6. When the council make or vary a table of fares they shall publish in at least one local 

newspaper a notice setting out the table of fares or variation thereof, and specifying the 
period, which shall not be less than fourteen days from the date of the first publication of the 
notice, within which and the manner in which objections to the table of fares or variation can 
be made. A copy of this notice shall for the period of fourteen days from the date of the first 
publication thereof be deposited at the offices of the council which published the notice, and 
shall at all reasonable hours be open to public inspection without payment. 

 
7. If no objection to a table of fares or variations is made within the period specified in the 

notice, or if all objections made are withdrawn, the table of fares or variations shall come 
into operation on the date of the expiration of the period specified in the notice or the date 
of withdrawal of the objection. 

 
8. Chorley Hackney Carriage Association have asked for an increase of 30 pence in the flat 

rate fare for the first1/2 mile from £1.90 to £2.20 they are not asking for any increase in 
fares for any subsequent 1/16 of a mile travelled. In effect this means each fare, 
irrespective of the distance will be increased by 30 pence. A comparison table of current 
and proposed fares is attached to this report at appendix (B).   
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CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
 
9. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

Put Chorley at the heart of regional 
economic development in the 
Central Lancashire sub-region 

 Develop local solutions to climate 
change.  

 

Improving equality of opportunity and 
life chances  

X Develop the Character and feel of 
Chorley as a good place to live  

 

Involving people in their communities   Ensure Chorley Borough Council is a 
performing organization  

 

 

IMPLICATIONS OF REPORT 
 
10. This report has implications in the following areas and the relevant Corporate Directors’ 

comments are included: 
 

Finance X Customer Services   
Human Resources  Equality and Diversity  
Legal X No significant implications in this 

area 
 

 
COMMENTS OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE 
 
11. The power to fix hackney carriage fares lies with the District Council pursuant to section 

65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. In reaching a decision 
on the correct level of fare the Council have a duty to act reasonably. The proposal, when 
considered in light of the level of fares for other local districts, would seem reasonable. 

 
ANDREW DOCHERTY 
CORPORATE DIRECTOR GOVERNANCE  
 

There are no background papers to this report. 

    

Report Author Ext Date Doc ID 

Robert William Beeston 5726 17/7/2008 *** 
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Updated Template December 2007  

 

 
Report of Meeting Date 

 
Corporate Director (Governance) 

 

Licensing and Public Safety Committee 17 September 08 

 

CHORLEY COUNCIL’S CONDITIONS FOR THE LICENSING OF 

HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. To present members with revised conditions for the purpose of licensing Hackney 
Carriages and Private Hire vehicles to operate within the controlled district of Chorley. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. Members are recommended: 
   
 (a) to consider the contents of the report and any representations made by members of 

the Hackney Carriage (HC) & Private Hire (PH) trade who have been invited today. 

(b) to ask the Corporate Director of Governance to implement new conditions with effect 
from 1st November 2008. 

 

 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
 
3. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

Put Chorley at the heart of regional 
economic development in the 
Central Lancashire sub-region 

 Develop local solutions to climate 
change.  

 

Improving equality of opportunity and 
life chances  

 Develop the Character and feel of 
Chorley as a good place to live  

 

Involving people in their communities   Ensure Chorley Borough Council is a 
performing organization  

3 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

4. Members may recall that this item was attached as agenda item 6, at the meeting of the 
Licensing and Safety Committee on the 4 June 2008.  
 
Prior to that meeting a number of meetings including a workshop had taken place between 
the Council and the taxi trade, as part of the consultation and development process for 
formulating the proposed conditions. It was understood by Officers at the conclusion of 
those meetings that an acceptable agreement had been reached with the taxi trade to the 
content of the proposed conditions. The agenda item was withdrawn at the 11th hour as a 
substantive representation was received via Allanson Solicitors shortly before that meeting. 
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Following the representation, further consultation by way of workshops and a Licensing 
Liaison meeting have taken place, and significant modifications have now addressed many 
of the issues raised.  
 
Since that time members of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire trade have joined the 
National Private Hire Association who now act on their behalf. A copy of a representation 
received by the Council toward this proposal is attached as appendix G2. This includes 
documents titled Age Policies, a view and alternative suggestions, Taxi and Private Hire 
vehicle Licensing: Best Practice Guidance; and submissions forwarded on behalf of Chorley 
Hackney Carriage Association by Allanson Solicitors dated June 2008. 
 
The Licensing Manager has by way of consultation written to all licensed Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire drivers and proprietors inviting representations to the proposed 
conditions, to which we have received one written representation which has concerns for 
fees, this is attached as appendix G1. 
 

5. THE NEED FOR CHANGE 
  

 Members will be aware that Chorley Council has the responsibility to ensure that Hackney 
Carriages and Private Hire vehicles are suitable and fit for purpose. This means that they 
must meet conditions as to roadworthiness, suitability, appearance and comfort. The 
Council has power to require those vehicles to be submitted for inspection and testing and 
to impose conditions on licences to ensure vehicles are of a suitable standard.  

It would appear that the last time the Council’s “taxi” licensing conditions were reviewed, 
was in 1996, some 12 years ago.  A number of factors suggest that it is now timely to 
review those conditions. 

It is fair to say that motor vehicle use, the motor trade and the way in which vehicles are 
traded has changed significantly in the past 12 years.  This would also include the 
expectations of the travelling public who may use ‘taxis’.   

It is fair to say that the administrative procedures providing the statutory functions for the 
licensing of vehicles has changed in recent years - notably through the introduction of the 
Council’s One Stop Shop and computerised systems operated by both internal and external 
customers of the Council including Lalpac, VOSA and the Police automatic number plate 
recognition system.   

Further, with the recent removal of the exemption from licensing under section 75 of the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 which covered vehicles hired on 
contracts for seven or more days, this could lead to vehicles of a different type and class 
being presented for licensing. The present licensing conditions offer insufficient guidance to 
the owners of such vehicles or those charged with testing of such vehicles for the purposes 
of HC/PH suitability. 

The present system operated by Chorley Council requires vehicles to be tested twice a year 
for the purposes of the taxi test.  Under the current arrangements taxi tests are arranged 
through 4 local garages that are MOT approved.  One of those garages has now withdrawn 
its services of providing taxi testing, as it is uneconomical for them to continue. 

The current testing regime may or may not run in sequence with the Hackney Carriage or 
Private Hire licence or insurance for that vehicle. This factor increases the administrative 
and enforcement burden on the Council in ensuring vehicles are correctly licensed.   
More importantly the current conditions of the taxi test relating to roadworthiness have not 
necessarily kept pace with changes in the MOT testing regime. This means that newer 
vehicles are not being tested to current MOT standards and the present arrangements do 
not meet the minimum statutory criteria, they fall below current best practice. (A copy of 
the current taxi test is appendix A). 
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6. PROPOSED TESTING ARRANGEMENTS 

 

It is proposed that the revised conditions will address the concerns highlighted above. 
Under the proposed new arrangements a vehicle will be primarily tested using the MOT test 
which is independent to, and controlled by Vehicle Operating Standards Agency (VOSA). 
The price for the test is set at a government maximum and should this maximum fee be 
adopted as a condition of the provision of licensing, then the matter of re-determining any 
fee will not ordinarily have to be reconsidered by the Council in the future as it would be 
adjusted by VOSA, in line with trade and industry requirements. 

 
It is proposed that the Council will administer the testing arrangements for those vehicles 
applying for HC/PH vehicle licences, including the payment of testing fees, and the fee shall 
be payable upon application. 
 
It is proposed that the Council’s taxi test is conducted immediately after the conclusion of 
the MOT test, irrespective of whether that vehicle has passed or has not passed the MOT 
test.  It will be a requirement that the Council’s taxi test will be conducted by the same 
engineer/tester who conducted the MOT test, as this will lead to greater consistency and 
economies, and that with experience the Council’s taxi test would not ordinarily take longer 
than 15 minutes.  The contents of the taxi test are set out in appendix B1 - Report of 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Inspection and B2 – Report on Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Inspections Guidance. The vehicle will be required to 
pass both the MOT test and a taxi test as a condition of licensing.   
 
The benefits of adopting the MOT test and revised Council taxi test include the following: 
 
a) The vehicle will be examined to existing independent testing standard ‘MOT’ tests that 

are robustly enforced and tested by VOSA. 
 

b) The MOT test is uninterrupted and controlled by a maximum fee.  Therefore the test is 
not price led. 

 
c) Consistency of testing standards. 

 
d) MOT details are recorded nationally on a central computer.  

 
e) The revised testing procedure will allow and enhance the testers of vehicles to focus on 

the Council’s taxi test as a separate consideration to the mechanical conditions of the 
vehicle. 

 
f) It will offer the vehicle owners  the opportunity to have any remedial work carried out at 

any repair centre to existing standards for the purposes of the MOT test (note only 
appointed garages may issue MOT test certificates and taxi test reports). 

 
g) The MOT testing procedure allows for greater transparency for identifying problematic 

vehicles by the issue of failure notices and advice notes regarding vehicle condition.  
This will allow for improved targeted enforcement action towards those vehicles giving 
concerns for safety and condition. 

 

7. CHANGES TO LICENSE PLATE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

The  Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle rear plate describes the vehicle 
by 1) registration number, 2) vehicle type, 3) expiry date, 4) number of people licensed to 
carry. Members are aware that new livery including new style plates is being introduced.   
The expiry date shown on the new plates will be the expiry date of either the vehicle 
license or the taxi test whichever comes first. This will make it much easier for the public 
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to see that a taxi meets the license conditions. Currently information as to the expiry of the 
test is shown on the far less visible windscreen disk. 
 

8. VEHICLES OVER THREE YEARS OLD 

 

Under the present system vehicles older than 4 years may enter the taxi industry under the 
discretion of the Licensing Officer if they are in exceptional condition with regard also being 
given to the age, service history, type, class and the colour of the vehicle.   Any such 
vehicle must have a valid MOT certificate. The provisions at present provide for subjective 
decision making by officers, with no regard to the mechanical condition of the vehicle. 
Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles complete a significantly higher mileage than 
the majority of cars used for domestic purposes. It is therefore reasonable to expect that 
those vehicles to which the Council have under their control are tested more regularly and 
thoroughly.  
 
It is proposed that the council introduce a Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) (Appendix C) to 
further assess the mechanical condition of a vehicle that has reached 3 years of age from 
date of first registration, (new at first UK registration)and annually thereafter. This will be in 
addition to two taxi tests (incorporating the MOT procedure) required each year for vehicles 
of that age. 
 
In the case of a vehicle reaching six years of age or more from the date of first UK 
registration or at the next renewal application after that date, which fails any part of the taxi 
test (including the MOT) or the Vehicle Safety Report, there will be a requirement for the 
vehicle  to be tested every four months.  
 

Where a vehicle reaches eight years old from the date of first UK registration fails any part 
of the taxi test (including MOT) or has any advice note issued against it, it will not be 
eligible for licensing.   
 

 The VSR report will be required as a condition of licensing when: 
 

a) An application is made for the grant of a HC/PH vehicle licence and the vehicle is more 
than 3 years old. 

b) On the application for the renewal of a HC/PH vehicle licence where the vehicle is 
more than 3 years old from first registration or at the next licence application and 
annually thereafter.  

c) On the request of an authorised officer where the vehicle in question is licensed as a 
HC/PH vehicle and is subject to a suspension notice.  The VSR shall be required to 
ascertain the vehicle’s fitness to have the suspension notice removed, where the 
officer believes this to be necessary. 

 

The document is designed to give a quantitative measure to the condition of a vehicle that 
is intended to be used as a Private Hire / Hackney Carriage that is three or more years old. 
The VSR is broadly based on existing MOT requirements in respect of mechanical items of 
testing however the report also examines other items not covered by the MOT standards.   
 
However it must be noted that the VSR is not a guarantee that the proposed vehicle will 
pass the Council’s Taxi Test, but gives an indication as to the vehicles overall condition and 
fitness for purpose to enter the trade and the vehicle will be viewed in conjunction with the 
Council’s Private Hire Vehicle Licence / Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence conditions of 
application (items D2 & D1).  
 

It is believed that the Vehicle Safety Report will benefit both the Council and the 
proprietors of existing and proposed HC/PH vehicles in that: 
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9. BUYING A VEHICLE PRIVATELY 

 

a) The VSR document should aid proprietors when selecting / buying used vehicles 
intended for licensing throughout the UK as the document can be completed by any 
qualified person.  

b)  A proprietor wishing to purchase a vehicle more than 3 years old will have a detailed 
check list to which the vehicle must comply with, he may insist this is met prior to 
purchase by the vendor. 

 

10. BUYING A VEHICLE AT AUCTION 

 

c) Many auction houses now sell vehicles with an engineer’s report, this is not dissimilar 
to the proposed VSR and may indicate a vehicles condition for use as a taxi prior to 
purchase.  

d) The VSR will ensure the Council’s minimum standard for HC/PH vehicles is maintained 
on an annual basis and will help establish and maintain standards. 

e) A minimum condition for vehicles on entry to the system, will for the first time, be 
quantified for mechanical means in addition to the subjective criteria already 
established. 

f) Public confidence will be reassured as to the condition and appearance of licensed 
HC/PH vehicles through quantative scrutiny of the vehicle type and condition. 

It is expected that the requirement for a VSR will coincide with the renewal process for 
existing vehicles at its next renewal on or after the vehicles 3rd birthday. 
 

11. LICENSING OF TESTERS 
 

In order that appointed garages can undertake the requirement of the Council’s Taxi Test 
and Vehicle safety Report adequately it will on occasions be necessary to road test the 
vehicles. In this instance the examiner shall be required to be licensed as a Hackney 
Carriage / Private Hire driver. The Licensing Manager seeks discretion to issue Hackney 
carriage / Private Hire drivers licences to named individuals at appointed garages for the 
purpose of Taxi testing, (a restricted Hackney Carriage and Private Hire drivers licence).  

There would be no fees or requirements for the following checks, medical, criminal record 
check or knowledge test, attached to the issue of these licences. To qualify the person 
must be employed by the appointed garages, hold an appropriate driving licence with the 
relevant vehicles classes, hold the appropriate qualifications to test vehicles at MOT 
standards and declare a restricted use. 
 

12. ESTABLISHING AGE/OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLES 
 

The present conditions attached to licensing of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles 
do not prescribe that the vehicle registration documents commonly known as the DVLA ‘V5’ 
are presented to the Council. In order that the age of a vehicle can be accurately assessed, 
Officers believe that the V5 document is presented at the time of the Hackney carriage / 
Private Hire vehicle licence grant or renewal application is made, and presented at the 
appointed garage at the time of taxi testing.  
 

The V5 shall bear the name or names of the proprietor / proprietors of that vehicle, and 
the address at which the vehicle will be kept shall be the same as when the proprietor 
shall be required to afford the Council reasonable facilities to inspect the vehicle. 
 
 
 
 

13. VEHICLE CONDITIONS 
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 In accepting that the motor industry has changed in many ways over the past 12 years and 
more recently the repeal of Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Section 
75 exemption, officers now believe it is appropriate to introduce minimum tolerances for 
vehicle type and construction.  This is necessary to address the vast array of vehicles now 
on the market, that without controlled measures in place, the Council could not refuse a 
legitimate request to licence. 
 
Examples of vehicles that would perhaps give concern would be vehicles with adjustable 
configuration for seating or vehicles offering little or no luggage space.  It is intended that 
the conditions as attached at (Appendix D1 – Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences, 
Conditions of Application and Appendix D2 – Private Hire Vehicle Licences, Conditions of 
Application) will address those concerns of vehicle suitability without fettering the discretion 
of the council by precluding a vehicle type. This will also be reflected in changes to the 
licensing conditions as attached in Appendix E1 – Conditions Attached to the Issue of a 
Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence in Addition to the Statutory Byelaws and Appendix E2 – 
Conditions Attached to a Private Hire Vehicle Licence.  
 
It would be impossible to envisage all the variants available on the vast number of vehicles 
in today’s marketplace, it is therefore appropriate that all proposed vehicles are given 
consideration at the discretion of a Licensing Officer. Proprietors will be encouraged to 
consult with officers prior to purchasing vehicles, this would ensure vehicles will meet with 
the expectations with regards to design and lay out.  
 
Areas giving concern include:  

• Pop-up seats 

• Maximum weight for seats 

• Luggage room 

• Luggage trailers/security (pick ups) SUV’s MPVs 

• Seating configuration/exit and entry of passengers  

• Members will be aware that where differences of opinion exist final decisions will be 
at the discretion of the Licensing Committee.  

 
14. LIQUID PETROLEUM GAS (LPG) CONVERTED VEHICLES 
 

All Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) converted vehicles must produce an LPG Association 
Installation or Safety Certificate, at the time of application for a Hackney Carriage or 
Private Hire Licence, when the vehicle is presented for a test, or immediately after the 
vehicle is fitted with the LPG fuel option. To ensure the safety of vehicles that have been 
converted to LPG, the Licensing Manager would like to appoint a specialist LPG converter 
within the borough of Chorley to act upon its behalf in returning the status of any 
installation of a licensed vehicle, at the discretion of an officer. The cost of which shall be 
bourne by the proprietor.  
 

15. REVISED PROVISIONS TO THE COUNCIL’S DOOR SIGNS 

 

 Following consultation with the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire trade it is appropriate to 
review the requirement as set out in the report of 2 April 2008 relating to door signs.  
 
In that report there was a requirement that no signs shall be placed on the front passenger 
and drivers doors other than the signs provided by the Council. 

It is appropriate that other signs may be attached to the lower part of the door below any 
door bumper and not to extend more than twelve inches from the bottom of the door sill in 
any case.  

16. FEES 
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The taxi licensing fees shall remain unchanged save that the proprietor will now pay the 
Council in respect of the new tests. 
 
Proprietors will be responsible for the full cost of test fees as appropriate at the time of 
testing and those fees shall be payable to the Council at the time of application. 
Where vehicles require re-testing with regards to conforming to MOT standards, the 
vehicles may be retested. Re-testing fees shall apply and these will be imposed by the 
testing garage.  
 
The maximum MOT test fee is £50.35 at present.  Through negotiation with the appointed 
garages, the Council’s taxi test will be conducted immediately after the MOT test for a fixed 
fee of £9.65 inc VAT and, where appropriate, the annual Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) (for 
vehicles applying for a HC/PH vehicle licence over 3 years of age) will be conducted at the 
same time as the Council’s taxi test for a fixed fee of £10.00 including VAT. To clarify, the 
Council’s taxi test will consist of the Council’s taxi test as at Appendix B1 and include the 
VOSA MOT, and vehicles over three years old the Vehicle Safety Report as at Appendix C.  
 
Hence a vehicle under 3 years applying for the grant of a HC/PH vehicle licence for 12 
months would incur a cost of: 
 

Hackney Carriage Private Hire 

Licence Fee £416.00 Licence Fee £220.00 

MOT & taxi test £60.00 MOT & taxi test £60.00 

Taxi Livery £23.50 +VAT Taxi Livery £23.50 +VAT  
 

It is envisaged that only vehicles under 3 years of age may apply for a HC/PH vehicle 
licence for a 12-month period.  In all other cases where a vehicle is 3 years or older, 
vehicles will be required to undergo the Councils vehicle testing requirements and be 
licensed for a period not exceeding six months. 
 
Vehicles applying for a grant of a licence of a HC/PH over 3 years of age will incur costs 
(for a six monthly licence) of: 

 
Hackney Carriage Private Hire 

Licence Fee £216.00 Licence Fee £125.00 

MOT & taxi test VSR £70.00 MOT & taxi test VSR £70.00 

Taxi Livery £23.50 +VAT  Taxi Livery £23.50 +VAT  
 

Renewals will be as above less the cost of livery @ £23.50 plus VAT, plus £10.60 for the 
rear plate. 
 
For vehicles reaching six years of age, testing will be required every four months and no 
licence shall be issued for a period of more than four months, as proposed in the summary 
of charges applicable as attached in Appendix F1. 
 

It is appropriate to allow the proprietors of proposed vehicles to negotiate with a garage or 
appointed garages, any fee in undertaking the Council’s VSR, where that report is used 
only to establish whether or not the vehicle is suitable to progress to an application for a 
HC or PH licence. The cost of the VSR is estimated at between £60-£70, when the report 
is completed in isolation. However it has been broadly agreed with garages that the VSR 
when conducted at the same time as the Council’s taxi test will incur a further charge of 
£10.00.  

17. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
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The options are 
 
a) to approve the recommendations as presented in the report and approve as a condition 

of licensing the documents as given in 
 

Appendix B1 – Report of Hackney Carriage / Private Hire Vehicle Inspection 

Appendix C – Vehicle Safety Report  

Appendix D1 – Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences conditions of application 

Appendix D2 – Private Hire Vehicle Licence conditions of application 

Appendix E1 – Conditions attached to the issue of Hackney Carriage licence additional 
to the statutory byelaws. 

Appendix E2 – Conditions attached to the issue of a private hire vehicle licence. 

Appendix F1 – Proposed Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle testing structure 
approximate costs; or 
 

b) to alter or reject any part of the proposed documents as members see fit.  

 
REASONS 
 
The reasons for the recommendations are fully explained within the report. 
 

IMPLICATIONS OF REPORT 
 
18. This report has implications in the following areas and the relevant Corporate Directors’ 

comments are included: 
 

Finance  Customer Services   
Human Resources  Equality and Diversity  
Legal 3 No significant implications in this 

area 
 

 
COMMENTS OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE 
 
19. There are no additional comments of the Corporate Director of Governance. 
 
ANDREW DOCHERTY 
CORPORATE DIRECTOR (GOVERNANCE) 
 

There are no background papers to this report. 

    

Report Author Ext Date Doc ID 

Stephen Culleton 5665 5 September 08 AD/SC/JA/0909 
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REPORT ON HACKNEY CARRIAGE / PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE INSPECTION 

CHORLEY COUNCIL    Tel No:  01257 515164 / 515161   -   Fax: 01257 515211 

TAXI 65 NEW C 

Appendix B 1 

Registration no: Make: 
 

Model: 
 

Colour: 

Recorded mileage Test date Time 
 

No passenger 
seats 

Plate no: HC/PHV  
Occupancy on plate 
(renewals only) 

Date of first registration Name of proprietor 

Authentication Stamp 
 

PASS  Result of 
MOT test: FAIL  

In the event of failure, please attach original or copy of MOT 
failure sheet and in any event, any advice notes given. 

 

The fol lowing items must  be covered in addit ion to standard MOT test 
Pass /   
xXxFail 

1. Bodywork must not be capable of injuring a passenger or pedestrian, or show damage as a result of an accident.   

2.  Paintwork must be clean and uniform over the whole of the vehicle, and should not show undue discolouration.   

3.  All seats/upholstery/trims must be clean, seats must be securely fitted, there should be no sharp edges which 
could likely cause injury or damage. Seat coverings, where fitted must be clean and in a good state of repair.  

  

4.  Interior flooring must have an appropriate covering which should be clean and in a good condition.    

5.  Boot interior (luggage compartment in estate cars) must be clean so as to avoid soiling or damage to 
luggage stored therein.  

  

6.  Estate cars must be fitted with a securely fixed, suitable means of luggage restraint, to prevent luggage 
entering the passenger compartment. 

  

7.  Windows must be capable of opening and closing by the use of winders or by way of an electric mechanism.   

8.  Table of fares should be exhibited and readily visible to passengers (hackney carriage renewals only).    

9.  Speedometer must be working correctly and illuminated. An interior passenger light, shall be fitted and in 
working order, and operative. 

  

10. Demister fan must be capable of working correctly. Air Con in working order (where fitted).   

11. All pedal rubbers should be present and not excessively worn, see notes.   

12. No signage should be displayed except as stated in the Council’s terms and conditions.    

13. A dry powder fire extinguisher not less than 1kg in size must be securely fitted in an accessible position.    

14. Front seats must be adjustable so as to allow adequate leg room in the rear of the vehicle as stated in the 
Council’s terms and conditions. 

  

15. Headroom in rear of vehicle must be adequate according to the Council’s terms and conditions.    

16. A vehicle engine capacity must be at least 1200cc.   

17. Spare tyre must be securely fixed, adequately inflated and have 3 mm tread depth over central ¾ of tread   

18. Licence plate must be fitted to rear of vehicle as stated in the Council’s terms and conditions (renewals only)   

19. Roof sign must be capable of illumination when vehicle is available for hire (hackney carriage renewals only)   

A taxi meter must be fitted (Hackney carriage renewals only).  Refer to guidance notes   
20. Taxi meter 

Make  Number 

21. Internal plate, securely fixed in a vertical position so as not to obstruct the drivers view, as stated in the 
Councils terms and conditions (renewals only) 

  

22. Identify fuel type Petrol / Diesel / Hybrid / Other ______________________ Vehicles fitted with LPG fuel 
systems, must have an LPG conversion or safety check report from an approved Liquid Petroleum Gas 
Association installer.  Provide certificate number ______________________________________________ 

  

23. Was a trailer presented for test with the vehicle   Yes  /  No     I.D. number 

Signs must be clearly visible and show no signs of tamper damage or weathering (renewals only)   
24. Door signs 

Offside – State licence number Nearside – State licence number 

25. Any other defect, likely to cause injury or discomfort to the public or occupants of the vehicle (please state, continue over page if 
required) 

26. Has the vehicle been subject to a road test?  Yes /  No 27.  No smoking signs fitted  Yes / No 

28.  VSR required?   Yes  /  No.    Please attach report if presented/completed    

PASS  
The result of this test is 

FAIL  
 MOT Testing Station number:  

SIGNED____________________________ PRINT NAME _____________________________ DATE________________  

On completion of the Taxi Test please fax this form to the Licensing Section with any advice notes or failure notices 
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REPORT  ON  HACKNEY  CARRIAGE  AND  PRIVATE  HIRE  VEHICLE 
INSPECTIONS  -  GUIDELINES 

 
 

1. No hole or tear of metal, or other items (e.g. trim) to be capable of injuring a pedestrian or 
passenger. This is to include doors, door panels (inside) etc. 

 
2. The bodywork, partially or wholly to show no discoloration that is beyond normal ageing, for the 

vehicles age/mileage in the opinion of the Licensing Enforcement Officer. It is not acceptable for 
panels to be of contrasting colour e.g. panels, door skins, bonnet, that are replacements by 
‘second hand’ or primer coated.  

 Note for tester: If in doubt please contact the Licensing Enforcement Officer.  
 
3. All seats are to be secure. No movement will be allowed that compromises the safety and 

comfort of any passenger or driver. 
 
4. All floor covering should be secure, tear/hole free, appropriate and present no risk to safety.  

With reference to No’s 3 & 4 above the tester shall assess the overall cleanliness of the vehicle, 
both internally and externally.  Seats and upholstery shall be dry and have no obvious stains, 
rips, tears or holes.  All upholstery shall match.  No noticeable/abnormal odours.  Externally the 
vehicle shall be presented in a clean condition.  No tape or other means of fixings to any parts 
of the vehicle will be accepted other than the vehicle’s standard fixings. 

 
5. Not acceptable if any luggage/goods placed in boot/luggage area will be soiled. 
 
6. Estate cars must be fitted with a securely fixed, suitable means of luggage restraint, to prevent 

luggage entering the passenger compartment. 
 
7. All windows must be able to be wound down (to it’s full extent) and up with ease, by the use of 

winders or by way of an electric mechanism.  
 
8. Hackney (Taxis) must display a table of fares, which must be readily visible to passengers. 
 
9. Speedometer and odometer must be working correctly and illuminated.   

An interior passenger light shall be fitted and operative. 
 
10. All settings to work and de-mist.   

Air-conditioning must be in working order where fitted.  
 
11. All pedal rubbers should be fitted; none should be worn to the metal, or missing. 
 
12. No signs other than the council’s livery, shall occupy the upper panel of the front passenger and 

driver doors. No other signs or livery shall be attached to the vehicle other than to indicate the 
operator of that vehicle/taxi company and telephone No.  

 
13. Must conform to British Standards. 
 
14. Passenger leg room shall not be less than seven inches (180 cm) measured from the back of 

the forward seat in it’s furthest pushed back position, to the leading edge of the passenger seat, 
or any combination of seats.   

 
15. The height as measured at the centre of any passenger seat and the height to the roof lining in 

a vertical plain, must be not less than 34 inches (860mm). 
 
16. As stated 1200 cc. 

Appendix B 2 
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17. As stated, a spare tyre must be present, securely fixed correctly inflated and have 3mm of tread 

depth over central ¾ of the tread. 
 

18. Licence plate must be fitted to the rear of the vehicle as stated in the Councils terms and 
conditions (renewals only) 

 
19.  Roof signs only to be illuminated while the taxi meter is in the ‘For Hire Mode’ Light is not to 

show in the ‘Hired’ and ‘Stopped’ modes.  Light must be directly controlled by the meter. 
 
20. Details on taximeter should be recorded.  There shall be no evidence of tampering to any seal 

fixed to the meter and all seals must be present.   
 
21. Internal plate, securely fixed in a vertical position, as stated in the Councils terms and 

conditions. To ensure licence plate number and occupancy correspond with the number of 
passenger seats and rear licence plate details.  

 
22. Vehicles fitted with a Liquid Petroleum Gas fuel system, must produce an LPG conversion 

certificate or safety check report from an LPG Gas Association approved installer, at the time of 
testing. 

 
23. Trailers must comply with the road vehicle lighting regulations and the road vehicle construction 

and use regulations. Trailers should be fitted with a water tight, lockable cover or door.  Any 
trailer presented for inspection must have a serial number or other means for it to be 
permanently identifiable. 

 

24.  Signs must be fixed to both front doors, as stated in the Council’s terms and conditions and 
show and show no signs of tamper, damage or weathering and positioned centrally to the 
upper/main panel of the door and no other lettering/livery shall interfere with the Council’s sign, 
which shall be fixed securely in a readable position. The use of magnetic attachments is not 
permissible.). Any additional livery must not be above 12” measured from the bottom of the 
door, and in any case must not protrude higher than the bump bar strip fitted to the door, this 
area will be regarded as the lower panel of the door. (renewals only) 

 
25.  Any other defect, which in the opinion of the examiner would cause injury or discomfort to 

members of the public or occupants of the vehicle. Please contact the Licensing and 
Enforcement Officer.  

 
26.  Please state if the vehicle has been subjected to a road test, if yes please state any concerns.  
 
27. Approved no smoking signage must be fitted internally to the vehicle for the benefit of all 

passengers. 
 
28. a) Please ensure that where a Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) is required by a vehicle that has 

reached 3 years or more in age; the proprietor of that vehicle must produce and hand to 
the examiner a completed VSR for that vehicle, prior to the taxi test.    
 
The report must be for that vehicle, and all the relevant boxes must be completed.  Please 
check that the document is signed and dated correctly.  If you have any doubts with regard 
to the authenticity of the document or vehicle, please contact the licensing office. 
The BSR must be retained and attached to the Taxi Testing documentation. 

Agenda Item 10Agenda Page 30



3 of 3 

 b) Where the examiner has been instructed by the Council to complete a BSR, it is intended 
that the examiner shall have regard for those criteria as set in the VSR while conducting 
the Taxi Test.  Examiners are reminded that where a vehicle may pass the Council’s Taxi 
Test, the criteria of assessment for the purpose of passing the BSR, exceeds those of the 
Taxi Test.  
 
The examiner shall have regard for all criteria of the VSR and report as appropriate. 
 
Where a vehicle has reached 8 years old and the examiner has reason to fail the vehicle 
at examination of the Taxi Test or/and the VSR then no further testing of that vehicle will 
be permitted. 

 
  Only vehicles declared as new at first UK registration are eligible for licensing. 

 
Except stretch limo’s and vehicles of alike nature shall be at the discretion of the Council. 

 
29. Please retain all documents, they will be collected on a regular basis by the Council’s Licensing 

Enforcement Officer. 
 
 
Guidance Note 
 
Should the tester have any concerns with regards to the identity and or integrity of the vehicle. The  
mechanical condition or the condition with regards to passenger safety and comfort, or if the tester 
has any reason to believe that the vehicle is not subject to regular servicing and maintenance, please 
contact the Licensing Officer who will, where necessary inspect the vehicle without delay.   
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 1 

VEHICLE SAFETY REPORT 
NOTES FOR TESTER / REPORT MAKER 

 
 
A new policy relating to the age of vehicles has been introduced by Chorley Council. 
 
Where vehicles over 8 years old apply for the grant or renewal of a hackney carriage / private hire 
vehicle licence and the vehicle fails the MOT/Taxi Test or vehicle safety report it will not be eligible 
for licensing.   
 
No ‘Q’ plated vehicles will be considered for licensing. 
 
Vehicles that have been categorised as ‘write offs’ by any insurance company or other 
organisation at any level will not be considered for licensing. 
 
This policy has been introduced to ensure safe, comfortable and reliable hackney carriage and 
private hire vehicles. 
 
The vehicle safety report can be completed by any competent motor vehicle engineer who 
complies with one of the following criteria: 
 
1) MOT tester and City and Guilds Level III (Motor Vehicle Systems) 

2) MOT tester and HND or BSc in Mechanical Engineering 

3) Other such qualification and experience as may be agreed in writing by the Licensing 
Manager or the Licensing & Enforcement Officer of Chorley Council.   

 
The vehicle safety report is not a substitute for an MOT/Taxi Test, it is to establish whether a 
vehicle is suitable to go on to be licensed as a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire vehicle, on first 
application where the vehicle is 3 or more years old, and annually thereafter. 
 
The vehicle safety report will be conducted on the vehicle’s third anniversary from its first date of 
registration, or on the next renewal of its vehicle licence. 
 

A)  AT FIRST APPLICATION (Grant)   

The Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) must not be more than 7 days old at the time of testing and 
the vehicle must not have completed more than 500 miles from the time of the VSR 
completion. 
 
The completed VSR must be presented to the Taxi Test examiner prior to the start of the taxi 
test. 

 
B)  RENEWALS   

On the vehicle’s anniversary of 3 years from the date of first registration, or on the vehicles 
next application to renew, a PH/HCVL after that date the proprietor shall ensure that the 
vehicle is in possession of a completed VSR at the time of the taxi test and the conditions at 
(A) above will apply. 

 
C) Or at the time of Application ‘Grant or Renewal‘ the arrangements for the completion of the 

VSR are made at the time of application with the council and the VSR can then be conducted 
at the same time as the taxi test. 

 

Appendix C 
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D)  DOCUMENTATION 
 

Proprietors must produce the following documents at the time of testing on 

i) Current VSR where applicable 

ii) The DVLA V5 ‘log book’ or other certificate or document that the proprietor declares the 
first date of registration.  Only vehicles declared as new at first registration in the UK will 
be considered for licensing, except stretched limos etc.  Such vehicles will be licensed at 
the discretion of the Council. 

iii)  An LPG Gas Association Safety Certificate, where applicable. 
 
The VSR report must be fully completed. 
 
Any queries regarding the attached criteria should be addressed to the Licensing Section, Chorley 
Council, Civic Offices, Union Street, Chorley, PR7 1AL. Telephone 01257 515151, fax 01257 
515211. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Culleton 
Licensing Manager  
 

Taxi 110 
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 CRITERIA & REPORT GUIDELINES 

 
The following are guidelines and any clarification necessary can be obtained from the 
Council.  If you wish to seek clarification, in the first instance please contact the Licensing 
& Enforcement Officer, then the Licensing Manager. 
 
The vehicle report to which these guidelines relate will only be accepted by the Council if it 
is fully completed and subsequently signed by a competent motor vehicle engineer who 
complies with one of the following criteria: 
 

1. MOT tester and City & Guilds Level III (Motor Vehicle Systems) 
2. MOT tester and HND or BSc in Mechanical Engineering 
3. Other such qualification and experience as may be agreed in writing by the 

Environmental Protection Manager or the Licensing Manager of Chorley Council. 
 

INTERIOR POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

1.  VIN number and plate. 
Report any tampering with vehicle identification 
number and plate must be legible. 

1. Condition of all seating. 
No cigarette burn holes acceptable.  No cut, tear 
acceptable. 

2. Security of seats. 
Any movement, loose or missing bolts or cracks 
are unacceptable. 

3. Operation of all seat mechanisms. 
Front passenger/driver seat must slide back and 
forth without snagging. 

4. Condition of headlining. 
No cigarette burn holes acceptable. No cut, tear 
etc acceptable. 

5. Operation/fitting of sunroof. 
No leakage or sign of leakage.  If retrofit, must 
have been fitted by approved installer. 

6. Condition of carpets/gear 
lever/handbrake gaiter. 

Fair wear and tear on gaiter acceptable.   
Tears or insecurity unacceptable. 

7. Condition of door trims. Must not be loose or missing. 

8. Condition of seat belts. Must conform to MOT standard. 

9. Security of seat belts and mountings. Must conform to MOT standard. 

10. Operation of window mechanisms. 
All passenger windows must have handles or 
switches and all windows must be able to be 
opened fully. 

11. Operation of interior door mechanisms 
including child locks. 

Must open by operation of door mechanism without 
the need for any physical aid. 

12. Operation of headlights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted. Height adjustment where fitted must be in 
good working order.   
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13. Operation of sidelights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.   

14. Operation of direction indicators. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.   

15. Operation of hazard warning lights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.   

16. Operation of brake lights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted, including retrofit lights.  

17. Operation of reversing lights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.   

18. Operation of number plate lights. 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.   

19. Operation of spot lights (if fitted). 
Fail if water penetration or wrong bulb has been 
fitted.  Must be firmly fixed to vehicle if retrofit.  

20. Operation of horn. As MOT standard. 

21. Operation of heated rear window. Must be in working order. 

22. Operation of heater fan. 
Must work on all settings, air-conditioning must be 
in working order. 

23. Operation of courtesy lights. 
Must operate automatically on opening and closing 
any passenger door (if fitted) 

24. Operation of panel lights + 
speedometer 

All warning lights to show and speedometer must 
be in working order. 

BOOT/LUGGAGE AREA POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

25. Condition of spare tyre. 
Must have 3mm over central ¾ of tread pattern. 
Slim/space saver type tyre must be to manufacturer 
specification. Tyres must be correctly inflated. 

26. Condition of spare wheel rim. Fail if damaged and unsatisfactory for road use. 

27. Condition of boot carpet and trim. 
Missing, torn or badly stained carpet/matting 
unacceptable. 

28. Condition of tools (if fitted). 
Must carry manufacturer’s wheel brace (or 
acceptable alternative) and jack or B.S. alternative. 

29. Tools and spare wheel stowed 
correctly. 

Fail if spare wheel is unable to be secured.  
Tools/jack to be stowed. 

30. Internal boot/hatch opening 
mechanism. 

Boot lid/hatch must stay fully open. 
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31. Boot lid/hatch seals. 
Gaps or broken or unsecure seal to be reported.  
Failure if missing in part or whole. 

32. Signs of water ingress. Any water ingress, failure. 

EXTERIOR POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

33. Bodywork and bumpers for damage. 

No dents or damage to any panel other than marks 
to paintwork or minor dents not exceeding 2cm.  

Bodywork / bumper: - unless manufactures’ two 
tone, must be same colour all over with no visible 
signs of fading or colour change throughout the 
vehicle.  

34. Paintwork for scratches. 
Scratches over 3cm unacceptable.  No scratch 
acceptable if scored to metal. 

35. Evidence of previously repaired 
bodywork damage.  

All previous repairs to be to manufacturer’s 
standard. 

36. Trim damaged/missing. 
Unacceptable if any trim etc. is missing, or trim has 
sharp or protruding edges. 

37. Light lenses and reflectors for damage. 
No cracks or pits acceptable. All reflectors to be 
present. Water damage / ingress unacceptable.  

38. Condition of front and rear wiper 
blades. 

Must effectively clear screen.  Must operate on all 
settings. 

39. Windscreen for chips/cracks and 
compliance with MOT regulations. 

Any cracks / chips unacceptable. Repairs must 
comply with MOT standards. Windscreen tinting 
must not exceed MOT standards.   

40. All other glass for condition. 
Side and rear glass to be clear and free from 
cracks. Front side windows, tinting must not 
exceed MOT standards.  

41. Wheel trims not matching, damaged or 
missing. 

Wheel trims if fitted must not be missing.  

42. Operation of exterior lock mechanisms 
including keys. 

Remote central locking to work for all doors.  
Driver’s door lock/key to work. 

43. Condition and legality of number 
plates. 

Must be clearly legible. All numbers and letters 
must be legal and correctly spaced.  

ENGINE COMPARTMENT POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 
44. Cam box/rocker cover gasket not 

leaking. 
As MOT standard. 

45. Drive and fan belts. Show no signs of wear or damage.  

46. Fuel filter (not leaking). As MOT standard.  

47. Brake fluid level. As MOT standard. 
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48. Power steering fluid level. As MOT standard. 

49. Radiator for leakage/damage/security. As MOT standard. 

50. Hoses and clips for 
leakage/damage/security. 

Any leakage or serious deterioration of hoses etc. 
failure. 

51. Water pump for free play. As MOT standard. 

52. Cooling fan for free play. As MOT standard. 

53. Condition of washer bottle. Pump must be working and bottle not damaged. 

54. Battery security and condition. Must be secure. 

55. All engine bay wiring for security. Bare wire(s) unacceptable 

56. All engine wiring for wear. Bare wire(s) unacceptable. 

57. Oil leaks from engine. As MOT standard. 

58. Oil leaks from gearbox/axle/final drive 
assembly (as applicable). 

As MOT standard. 

59. Clutch slave cylinder for leaks. As MOT standard. 

UNDER THE VEHICLE POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

60. Clutch cable. Loose or worn unacceptable. 

61. Steering assembly for damage. Any sign of damage is unacceptable. 

62. Steering assembly for wear and leaks. 
Steering must be positive and free from wear and 
leaks. 

63. Propshaft/driveshafts and gaiters for 
security. 

Excessive play unacceptable. 

64. Propshaft/driveshafts and gaiters for 
signs of wear and leaks. 

Excessive play or leaks unacceptable, gaiter 
missing or split. 

65. Exhaust for security and condition. 
Must not show any signs of deterioration. Must be 
secure along complete system and meet MOT 
standards.  
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66. Gearchange external linkage joints. Must be secure. 

67. Suspension mounting points for 
damage. 

Must be secure. 

68. Suspension units for damage. Any damage unacceptable. 

69. Suspension units for wear and leaks. Any leaks unacceptable. 

70. Suspension bushes for excessive 
wear. 

Excessive wear unacceptable. 

71. Shock absorbers for leaks. 
 

Any leaks unacceptable. 
 

72. Clearance for axle/suspension with 
bump stops or chassis. 

Bump stops where fitted must be in good condition 
and free from damage and obstruction.  

73. Chassis rails for damage/corrosion. Any damage/corrosion unacceptable. 

74. Brake pipes for damage. Any damage unacceptable. 

75. Brake pipes for corrosion. As MOT standard. 

76. Brake pipes for security. Insecurity unacceptable. 

77. Fuel pipes for leaks. Any leak unacceptable. 

78. Fuel pipes and tank hoses for security. Insecurity unacceptable. 

79. Fuel tank for damage. Any damage or leak unacceptable. 

BRAKES, WHEELS & TYRES POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

80. Handbrake cable and mechanism for 
damage/corrosion. 

Any damage or corrosion unacceptable.  

81. Brake pads/shoes for wear. 
Must have more than 2mm remaining (pads) 
sufficient for correct operation (shoes). 

82. Condition of discs/drums. 
Discs / drums must not be damaged, excessively 
worn, warped or corroded.  

83. Wheel cylinders and calipers for fluid 
leaks. 

Any leak unacceptable. 

Agenda Item 10Agenda Page 39



 8 

84. Tyres for 3mm tread depth. 
Must have 3mm over the central ¾ of the tread 
pattern. 

 Previous 86 removed re: 4x4 vehicles 

85. Sidewalls for cracks/damage and tyre 
compatibility. 

All tyres to be same size/type. No evidence of 
damage or repair to any part of the tyre.  

86. Wheel bearings. MOT standard for play. 

87. Tyre pressures, including spare. Correctly inflated. 

88. Wheel alignments. Wheels must be correctly aligned. 

89. Headlamp alignment. As MOT standard. 

ROAD CHECK POINT FOR FAILURE OR COMMENT 

90. Engine. Engine must be not less than 1400cc. 

91. Visible exhaust emissions. To existing MOT standards. 

92. Clutch slip/drag/judder (or kickdown on 
automatic). 

Clutch / slip / drag or judder unacceptable, 
kickdown on automatic must function correctly.  

93. Gearbox operation. 
All gears must work/engage.  All gears must be 
easily selected.  Gear stick must be secure. 

94. Foot brake operation, pull and fade. Any excessive pull or fade not acceptable. 

95. Steering wheel alignment with road 
wheels. 

Steering wheel must be straight or within 10° when 
travelling in straight line. 

96. Handbrake operation and adjustment. As MOT standard. 

97. Steering for pull, judder, knock or 
wander. 

Any pull, judder, knock or wander unacceptable.   

98. Wheel bearing noise. Any noise unacceptable. 

99. Transmission/axle noise. Excessive noise unacceptable. 

100. Internal trim rattles 
Slight ‘rattle’ from internal trim acceptable for age.  
Loose trim unacceptable. 

101. Speedometer operation. Must be working. 
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102. Odometer/tripmeter operation. Both must work. 

104.   Operation and accuracy of fuel and    
           temperature gauges. 

Both gauges to be working or unacceptable. 

105.   Operation and self canceling of  
          direction indicators. 

Must be working. 

106.   Operation of wiper/washer of front  
 and rear. 

Must clear screen.  If rear wiper/washer fitted by 
manufacturer, must be in place and working. 

107.   Operation and glass of door mirrors. 
Any discolouration/loss of silvering is 
unacceptable. Must have a nearside mirror fitted to 
the exterior of the vehicle. 

108.   Security of door mirrors. 
No tape or other fastening acceptable.  
Manufacturer’s mirrors or type approved mirrors 
acceptable and correctly fitted. 

109.  Operation, security and glass of  
 interior rear view mirror. 

Must be fitted and adjustable. 

 
The vehicle safety report can be completed by any competent motor vehicle engineer who 
complies with one of the following criteria:  
 

1) MOT tester and City and Guilds Level III (Motor Vehicle Systems) 

2) MOT tester and HND or BSc in Mechanical Engineering 

3) Other such qualification and experience as may be agreed in writing by the Licensing 
Manager or the Licensing & Enforcement Officer of Chorley Council.   

 
Notes for tester 

All floor covering should be secure, tear/hole free, appropriate and present no risk to safety.  
The tester shall assess the overall cleanliness of the vehicle, both internally and externally.  Seats 
and upholstery shall be dry and have no obvious stains, rips, tears or holes.  All upholstery shall 
match.  No noticeable/abnormal odors.  Externally the vehicle shall be presented in a clean 
condition.  No tape or other means of fixings to any parts of the vehicle will be accepted other than 
the vehicle’s standard fixings. 
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VEHICLE REPORT FOR LICENSING AS A  
HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE 

 
NAME OF VEHICLE OWNER: 
 

ADDRESS: 
 
 
 

MAKE: 
 

REGISTRATION NO: 

MODEL: 
 

CHASSIS NO: 

MILEAGE: 
 

 

Vehicle must be new at first UK registration  -  Give date of registration:- 

 

REPORT COLUMN: Enter � if passed.  Enter X if failed and work required or replacement 

needed. 
 
To be completed in conjunction with the Criteria & Report Guidelines. 
 

INTERIOR REPORT DESCRIBE FAULT OR 
RECTIFICATION WORK IF 
REQUIRED 

 
1. VIN number and plate. 
 

  

 
2. Condition of all seating. 
 

  

 
3. Security of seats. 
 

  

 
4. Operation of all seat mechanisms. 
 

  

 
5. Condition of headlining. 
 

  

 
6. Operation/fitting of sunroof. 
 

  

 
7. Condition of carpets/gear 

lever/handbrake gaiter. 
 

  

 
8. Condition of door trims. 
 

  

 
9. Condition of seat belts. 
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10. Security of seat belts and 

mountings. 
 

  

 
11. Operation of window mechanisms. 
 

  

 
12. Operation of interior door 

mechanisms including child locks. 
 

  

 
13. Operation of headlights. 
 

  

 
14. Operation of sidelights. 
 

  

 
15. Operation of direction indicators. 
 

  

 
16. Operation of hazard warning 

lights. 
 

  

 
17. Operation of brake lights. 
 

  

 
18. Operation of reversing lights. 
 

  

 
19. Operation of number plate lights. 
 

  

 
20. Operation of spot lights (if fitted). 
 

  

 
21. Operation of horn. 
 

  

 
22. Operation of heated rear window. 
 

  

 
23. Operation of heater fan. 
 

  

 
24. Operation of courtesy lights. 
 

  

 
25. Operation of panel lights & 

speedometer. 
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BOOT/LUGGAGE AREA   
 
26. Condition of spare tyre. 
 

  

 
27. Condition of spare wheel rim. 
 

  

 
28. Condition of boot carpet and trim. 
 

  

 
29. Condition of tools (if fitted). 
 

  

 
30. Tools and spare wheel stowed 

correctly. 
 

  

 
31. Internal boot/hatch opening 

mechanism. 
 

  

 
32. Boot lid/hatch seals. 
 

  

 
33. Signs of water ingress. 
 

  

EXTERIOR   
 
34. Bodywork and bumpers for 

damage. 
 

  

 
35. Paintwork for scratches. 
 

  

 
36. Evidence of previously repaired 

bodywork damage. 
 

  

 
37. Trim damaged/missing. 
 

  

 
38. Light lenses and reflectors for 

damage. 
 

  

 
39. Condition of front and rear wiper 

blades. 
 

  

 
40. Windscreen for chips/cracks and 

compliance with MOT regulations. 
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41. All other glass for condition. 
 

  

 
42. Wheel trims. 
 

  

 
43. Operation of exterior lock 

mechanisms including keys. 
 

  

 
44. Condition and legality of number 

plates. 
 

  

ENGINE COMPARTMENT   
 
45. Cam box/rocker cover gasket not 

leaking. 
 

  

 
46. Drive and fan belts. 
 

  

 
47. Fuel filter (not leaking). 
 

  

 
48. Brake fluid level. 
 

  

 
49. Power steering fluid level. 
 

  

 
50. Radiator for 

leakage/damage/security. 
 

  

 
51. Hoses and clips for 

leakage/damage/security. 
 

  

 
52. Water pump for free play. 
 

  

 
53. Cooling fan for free play. 
 

  

 
54. Condition of washer bottle. 
 

  

 
55. Battery security and condition. 
 

  

 
56. All engine bay wiring for security. 
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57. All engine wiring for wear. 
 

  

 
58. Oil leaks from engine. 
 

  

 
59. Oil leaks from gearbox/axle/final 

drive assembly (as applicable). 
 

  

 
60. Clutch slave cylinder for leaks. 
 

  

UNDER THE VEHICLE   
 
61. Clutch cable. 
 

  

 
62. Steering assembly for damage. 
 

  

 
63. Steering assembly for wear and 

leaks. 
 

  

 
64. Propshaft/driveshafts and gaiters 

for security. 
 

  

 
65. Propshaft/driveshafts and gaiters 

for signs of wear and leaks. 
 

  

 
66. Exhaust for security and condition. 
 

  

 
67. Gear change external linkage 

joints. 
 

  

 
68. Suspension mounting points for 

damage. 
 

  

 
69. Suspension units for damage. 
 

  

 
70. Suspension units for wear and 

leaks. 
 

  

 
71. Suspension bushes for excessive 

wear. 
 

  

 
72. Shock absorbers for leaks. 
 

  

Agenda Item 10Agenda Page 46



 15

 
73. Clearance for axle/suspension 

with bump stops or chassis. 
 

  

 
74. Chassis rails for 

damage/corrosion. 
 

  

 
75. Brake pipes for damage. 
 

  

 
76. Brake pipes for corrosion. 
 

  

 
77. Brake pipes for security. 
 

  

 
78. Fuel pipes for leaks. 
 

  

 
79. Fuel pipes and tank hoses for 

security. 
 

  

 
80. Fuel tank for damage. 
 

  

BRAKES, WHEELS & TYRES   
 
81. Handbrake cable and mechanism 

for damage/corrosion. 
 

  

 
82. Brake pads/shoes for wear. 
 

  

 
83. Condition of discs/drums. 
 

  

 
84. Wheel cylinders and calipers for 

fluid leaks. 
 

  

 
85. Tyres for 3mm tread depth. 
 

  

 
86. Sidewalls for cracks/damage and 

tyre compatibility. 
 

  

 
87. Wheel bearings. 
 

  

 
88. Tyre pressures, including spare. 
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89. Wheel alignments. 
 

  

 
90. Headlamp alignment. 
 

  

ROAD CHECK   
 
91. Engine performance. 
 

  

 
92. Visible exhaust emissions. 
 

  

 
93. Clutch slip/drag/judder and 

kickdown on automatic. 
 

  

 
94. Gearbox operation. 
 

  

 
95. Foot brake operation, pull and 

fade. 
 

  

 
96. Steering wheel alignment with 

road wheels. 
 

  

 
97. Handbrake operation and 

adjustment. 
 

  

 
98. Steering for pull, judder, knock or 

wander. 
 

  

 
99. Wheel bearing noise. 
 

  

 
100. Transmission/axle noise. 
 

  

 
101. Internal trim rattles. 
 

  

 
102. Speedometer operation. 
 

  

 
103. Odometer/tripmeter operation. 
 

  

 
104. Operation and accuracy of fuel    
        and temperature gauges. 
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105. Operation and self canceling of  
        direction indicators. 
 

  

 
106.Operation of wiper/washer of front  
       and rear.  
 

  

 
107. Operation and glass of door  
        mirrors. 
 

  

 
108. Security of door mirrors. 
 

  

 
109. Operation, security and glass of  
         interior rear view mirror. 
 

  

 

I declare that I have inspected vehicle registration number                                   in accordance with 
the Criteria Report and Guidelines - and: 
 

Found that the vehicle is in exceptional condition for its age  -  or 
 

That it is not in exceptional condition and therefore not fit for the use as a hackney 
carriage/private hire vehicle 

 
 

(Please tick which is applicable) 
 
I also understand that the Council will consider refusing to accept vehicle reports completed by me 
and could take legal action if I am found to have made a false statement, I hereby declare that the 
statements I make on this form are true.  
 

Signed Print Name 

Qualifications 

Garage Address 
 
 

Date 

Garage Stamp 

 
The vehicle safety report can be completed by any competent motor vehicle engineer who 
complies with one of the following criteria:  
 

1) MOT tester and City and Guilds Level III (Motor Vehicle Systems) 

2) MOT tester and HND or BSc in Mechanical Engineering 

3) Other such qualification and experience as may be agreed in writing by the Licensing 
Manager or the Licensing & Enforcement Officer of Chorley Council.   
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HACKNEY  CARRIAGE   VEHICLE  LICENCES 

CONDITIONS  OF  APPLICATION 
 
 
Chorley Council will not issue a Hackney Carriage Vehicle licence unless it is satisfied that 
the person applying for the licence is the proprietor, and all proprietors connected to the 
vehicle have been declared at the time of application. 
 

1) Has completed and submitted the application on the prescribed form. 

2) Has satisfied the Council that he is a fit and proper person to hold such a licence and to 
operate a Hackney Carriage.   

3) Has satisfied the Council that the vehicle is registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
1949 or the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971 or any statutory amendments of those Acts by 
producing the vehicles registration document at the time of application,  bearing the 
name of the proprietor. 

4) Has satisfied the Council that there is in force, in relation to the use of the vehicle as a 
Hackney Carriage Vehicle, a policy of insurance or security complying with the 
provisions of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act 1972, which covers third party liability both 
in respect of physical injury or death and also in respect of damage to personal 
belongings. The policy/certificate of insurance or security must be produced before a 
licence may be granted.    

5) Will present the vehicle for inspection at such place and at such time as the Council 
may by notice require.  

6) Has satisfied the Council that the vehicle is suitable for use as a Hackney Carriage. For 
this purpose the proprietor must satisfy the Council that the vehicle complies with the 
following requirements:- 

 
a) It must have at least two doors for the boarding and alighting of passengers in 

addition to a separate door for the driver and it must be fitted with at least four 
road wheels and be a right-hand drive vehicle. 

b) The engine capacity must be adequate for the loads to be carried. Accordingly, 
the vehicle should have an engine capacity of at least 1200cc.  

c) Any vehicle applying for a grant or transfer of a Hackney Carriage Vehicle licence 
from the 1st October 2008 on first application to carry more than four passengers 
shall have sufficient luggage carrying capacity to accommodate a suitcase or 
other type of luggage in the dimensions of 7” x 20” x 28” or (equal cubic capacity) 
for each passenger. Exceptions to this condition will apply to purpose built taxis 
recognised as the Austin FX4 Reliant Metrocab and Fairway Hackney Carriages, 
or any subsequent replacement model thereof or any other vehicle as recognized 
by the Council as a purpose built Hackney Carriage.    

d) Only one passenger may be accommodated in the front of the vehicle next to the 
driver in cases where the vehicle is designed to take only one front seat 
passenger.  

e) Door catches must be secure at all times whilst being capable of easy operation 
by passengers.  

f) Forward mounted driving mirrors must be fitted on both sides of the vehicle and 
an interior rear mirror must be fitted. The mirrors must be maintained all times.  

g) The vehicle must be white unless it is a purpose built wheelchair accessible 
vehicle. Bizarre or garish colour schemes will not be permitted.  

Appendix D 1 
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h) A 1kg (2.2lb) fire extinguisher of the dry powder type shall be fitted to the vehicle 
so as to be readily available for use at all times and be marked with the Hackney 
Carriage plate number. The fire extinguisher shall be maintained in good working 
order at all times.  

i) Every estate type vehicle be fitted with the manufacturer’s approved or other 
universal type approved grille, securely fixed to the frame of the vehicle between 
the passenger area and load (luggage) carrying area.  

j) Seating for each passenger must be not less than 400mm (16”) with a minimum 
width, measured between the arm rests, or any other point that is protruding into 
passenger seating area, of 1220mm (48”). 

k) The minimum width between the back of the driver’s seat and the front of the rear 
seating, measured when the driver’s seat is fully pushed back, must not be less 
than 180mm (7”). 

l) The height as measured between the rear seat and the height to the roof lining in 
a vertical plane, must be not less than 860mm (34”). 

m) No vehicle will be licensed if the passenger has to climb over seats or luggage to 
gain egress, or where such entrance or exit is sited over a fuel tank, high sill, or 
has been fitted with handles which are not clearly visible and of a type consistent 
with those fitted to all other doors of the vehicle. 

n) Any person applying for a hackney carriage vehicle licence with regards to the 
grant/renewal or transfer of a vehicle licence, the proposed vehicle shall be 
subjected to the approval of the council.  With the exception given at (c) above. 

o) i) provide sufficient means by which any person in the vehicle may 
communicate with the driver; 

ii) cause the roof or covering to be kept watertight; 

iii) provide any necessary windows and a means of opening and closing with 
not less than one window on each side; 

iv) cause the seats to be properly cushioned or covered; 

v) cause the floor to be provided with a proper carpet, mat, or other suitable 
covering; 

vi) cause the fittings and furniture generally to be kept in a clean condition, 
well maintained and in every way fit for public use; 

vii) provide means for securing luggage; 

viii) provide if possible within the constraints of Construction and Use 
Regulations, at least two doors for the use of persons conveyed in such a 
vehicle and a separate means of ingress and egress for the driver. 

 
7) In addition to the licence plate, which must be displayed at all times, a hackney 

carriage, shall have a roof sign, illuminated when its plying for hire and shall be 
extinguished once the taximeter is reset at the commencement of a journey, until such 
time as that journey is complete.  

a)  The roof sign must be firmly affixed to the roof of the vehicle and must display the 
words “Chorley Borough Taxi” on both the forward and rearward faces of the sign.  
The taxi meter only shall control the operation of illuminating the prescribed top 
sign. 

 
8) With effect from 1st November 2008 New vehicles and vehicles up to 3yrs old 

from date of first registration:  

Pay for 12 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 12 months or 

Pay for 6 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 6 months 
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No vehicle will be accepted at first licensing unless it is less than three years old at first 
registration, or unless it is in exceptionally good condition, as defined by a vehicle 
safety inspection report and further considered by an officer in regards to vehicle type, 
class, colour, condition, service history, passenger numbers and suitability.  

Vehicles 3yrs to 8yrs old from date of first registration 
Pay for 6 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 6 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  

Where a vehicle is 6yrs or older from date of first registration and it FAILS the 
MOT/TAXI TEST OR HAS ADVICE NOTES ISSUED then 
Pay for 4 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 4 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  

Vehicles over 8yrs from date of first registration 
Pay for 4 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 4 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  

Where vehicles over 8 years old apply for the grant or renewal of a hackney carriage 
licence and the vehicle fails the MOT/Taxi Test it will not be eligible for licensing.   

No ‘Q’ plated vehicles will be considered for licensing. 

Vehicles that have been categorised as ‘write offs’ by any insurance company at any 
level will not be considered for licensing.  

A)   AT FIRST APPLICATION (Grant) 
 

The Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) must not be more than 7 days old at the time of testing and 
the vehicle must not have completed more than 500 miles from the time of the VSR completion. 

 
The completed VSR must be presented to the Taxi Test examiner prior to the start of the taxi 
test. 

 
B)   RENEWALS 
 

On the vehicle’s anniversary of 3 years from the date of first registration, or on the vehicles next 
application to renew a PH/HCVL after that date the proprietor shall ensure that the vehicle is in 
possession of a completed VSR at the time of the taxi test and the conditions at (A) above will 
apply. 

 
C)   Or at the time of Application ‘Grant or Renewal‘ the arrangements for the completion of the VSR 

are made at the time of application with the council and the VSR can then be conducted at the 
same time as the taxi test. 

 
D)  DOCUMENTATION 
 

Proprietors must produce the following documents at the time of testing on 

i) Current VSR where applicable 

ii) The DVLA V5 ‘log book’ or other certificate or document that the proprietor declares the first 
date of registration.  Only vehicles declared as new at first registration in the UK will be 
considered for licensing, except stretched limos etc.  Such vehicles will be licensed at the 
discretion of the Council. 

iii)  An LPG Gas Association Safety Certificate, where applicable. 

 

9) The vehicle shall display the Council’s approved door signs on the front passenger and 
drivers doors and the rear external and internal licence plates. Any additional livery 
must not be above 12” measured from the bottom of the door, and in any case must 

Agenda Item 10Agenda Page 53



4 of 4 

not protrude higher than the bump bar strip fitted to the door, this area will be regarded 
as the lower panel of the door.  

 
10) Any vehicle presented for Hackney carriage licensing shall meet the technical 

standards for type approval to  

a)  European Whole vehicle type approval 

b)  British National type approval  

c)  British Single vehicles approval or 

d)  British Low volume type approval 

 
11) Any trailer presented for testing must be presented at the same time as the proposed 

vehicle for the purpose of taxi testing.  The trailer shall conform to existing construction 
and use regulations.  It must be water tight and lockable.  It must be clearly identifiable, 
by a permanently fixed serial number or other permanent marks.  Please record all 
identifiable marks on the test sheet.  
Only trailers presented at the time of testing with the proposed vehicle shall be used in 
conjunction with that licensed vehicle. 
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PRIVATE   HIRE  VEHICLE  LICENCES 

CONDITIONS  OF  APPLICATION 
 
 
Chorley Council will not issue a Hackney Carriage Vehicle licence unless it is satisfied that the 
person applying for the licence is the proprietor, and all proprietors connected to the vehicle have 
been declared at the time of application. 
 
1. Has completed and submitted the application on the prescribed form. 
 
2. Has satisfied the Council that he is a fit and proper person to hold such a licence and to 

operate a Private Hire Vehicle.  
 
3. Has satisfied the Council that the vehicle is registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1949 

or the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971 or any statutory amendments of those Acts by producing 
the vehicles registration document at the time of application bearing the name of the 
proprietor.  

 
4. Has satisfied the Council that there is in force, in relation to the use of the vehicle as a 

Private Hire Vehicle, a policy of insurance or security complying with the provisions of Part VI 
of the Road Traffic Act 1972, which covers third party liability both in respect of physical 
injury or death and also in respect of damage to personal belongings. The policy/certificate of 
insurance or security must be produced before a licence may be granted. 

 
5. Will present the vehicle for inspection at such place and at such time as the Council may by 

notice require. 
 
6. Has satisfied the Council that the vehicle is suitable for use as a Private Hire Vehicle for this 

purpose the proprietor must satisfy the Council that the vehicle complies with the following 
requirements:- 

 
a) It must have at least two doors for the boarding and alighting of passengers in addition 

to a separate door for the driver and it must be fitted with at least four road wheels and 
be a right-hand drive vehicle. Except for stretch limousines and similar vehicles.  

b) The engine capacity must be adequate for the loads to be carried. Accordingly, the 
vehicle should have an engine capacity of at least 1200cc.  

c) Only one passenger may be accommodated in the front of the vehicle next to the driver 
in cases where the vehicle is designed to take only one front seat passenger.  

d)  Door catches must be secure at all times whilst being capable of easy operation by 
passengers.  

e) Forward mounted driving mirrors must be fitted on both sides of the vehicle and an 
interior rear mirror must be fitted. The mirrors must be maintained all times.  

f) The vehicle must be a suitable colour other than white, except for stretch limousines or 
similar. Bizarre or garish colour schemes will not be permitted.  

g) A 1kg (2.2lb) British standards fire extinguisher of the dry powder type shall be fitted to 
the vehicle so as to be readily available for use at all times and be marked with the 
private hire plate number. The fire extinguisher shall be maintained in good working 
order at all times.  

h) Every estate type vehicle be fitted with the manufacturer’s approved or other universal 
type approved grille, securely fixed to the frame of the vehicle between the passenger 
area and load (luggage) carrying area.  
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i) Seating for each passenger must be not less than 400mm (16”) with a minimum width, 
measured between the arm rests, or any other point that is protruding into passenger 
seating area, of 1220mm (48”). 

j) The minimum width between the back of the driver’s seat and the front of the rear 
seating, measured when the driver’s seat is fully pushed back, must not be less than 
180mm (7”). 

k) The height as measured between the rear seat and the height to the roof lining in a 
vertical plain, must be not less than 860mm (34”). 

l) No vehicle will be licensed if the passenger has to climb over seats or luggage to gain 
egress, or where such entrance or exit is sited over a fuel tank, high sill, or has been 
fitted with handles which are not clearly visible and of a type consistent with those fitted 
to all other doors of the vehicle. 

m) The proprietor of a private hire vehicle shall   
(a) provide sufficient means by which any person in the vehicle may communicate 

with the driver; 
(b) cause the roof or covering to be kept watertight; 
(c) provide any necessary windows and a means of opening and closing with not 

less than one window on each side; 
(d) cause the seats to be properly cushioned or covered; 
(e) cause the floor to be provided with a proper carpet, mat, or other suitable 

covering; 
(f) cause the fittings and furniture generally to be kept in a clean condition, well 

maintained and in every way fit for public use; 
(g) provide means for securing luggage; 
(h) provide if possible within the constraints of Construction and Use Regulations, 

at least two doors for the use of persons conveyed in such a vehicle and a 
separate means of ingress and egress for the driver. 

n) Any person applying for a hackney carriage vehicle licence with regards to the 
grant/renewal or transfer of a vehicle licence, the proposed vehicle shall be subjected 
to the approval of the council.  With the exception given at (c) above. 

 
 

7. With effect from 1st November 2008 New vehicles and vehicles up to 3yrs old from 
date of first registration 

 Pay for 12 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 12 months or 

 Pay for 6 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 6 months 

 No vehicle will be accepted at first licensing unless it is less than three years old at first 
registration, or unless it is in exceptionally good condition, as defined by a vehicle safety 
inspection report and further considered by an officer in regards to vehicle type, class, colour, 
condition, service history, passenger numbers and suitability.  

Vehicles 3yrs to 8yrs old from date of first registration 
Pay for 6 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 6 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  

Where a vehicle is 6yrs or older from date of first registration and it FAILS the 
MOT/TAXI TEST OR HAS ADVICE NOTES ISSUED then 
Pay for 4 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 4 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  

Vehicles over 8yrs from date of first registration 
Pay for 4 month licence and have MOT/Taxi Test every 4 months 

Also must produce and pass a vehicle safety report annually.  
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Where vehicles over 8 years old apply for the grant or renewal of a hackney carriage / private 
hire vehicle licence and the vehicle fails the MOT/Taxi Test it will not be eligible for licensing.   

No ‘Q’ plated vehicles will be considered for licensing. 

No vehicles that have been categorised as ‘write offs’ by any insurance company at any level 
will not be considered for licensing.  

A)   AT FIRST APPLICATION (Grant) 
 

The Vehicle Safety Report (VSR) must not be more than 7 days old at the time of testing and the 
vehicle must not have completed more than 500 miles from the time of the VSR completion. 

 
The completed VSR must be presented to the Taxi Test examiner prior to the start of the taxi test. 

 
B)   RENEWALS 
 

On the vehicle’s anniversary of 3 years from the date of first registration, or on the vehicles next 
application to renew, a PH/HCVL after that date the proprietor shall ensure that the vehicle is in 
possession of a completed VSR at the time of the taxi test and the conditions at (A) above will apply. 

 
C)   Or at the time of Application ‘Grant or Renewal‘ the arrangements for the completion of the VSR are 

made at the time of application with the council and the VSR can then be conducted at the same time 
as the taxi test. 

 
D)   DOCUMENTATION 
 

Proprietors must produce the following documents at the time of testing on 

i) Current VSR where applicable 

ii) The DVLA V5 ‘log book’ or other certificate or document that the proprietor declares the first date 
of registration.  Only vehicles declared as new at first registration in the UK will be considered for 
licensing, except stretched limos etc.  Such vehicles will be licensed at the discretion of the 
Council. 

iii)  An LPG Gas Association Safety Certificate, where applicable. 

 

8. The vehicle shall display the Council’s approved door signs on the front passenger and 
drivers doors and the rear external and internal licence plates. Any additional livery must not 
be above 12” measured from the bottom of the door, and in any case must not protrude 
higher than the bump bar strip fitted to the door, this area will be regarded as the lower panel 
of the door.  

9. Any vehicle presented for Private Hire licensing shall meet the technical standards for type 
approval to  

a)  European Whole vehicle type approval 

b)  British National type approval  

c)  British Single vehicles approval or 

d)  British Low volume type approval 

   
10. Any trailer presented for testing must be presented at the same time as the proposed vehicle 

for the purpose of taxi testing.  The trailer shall conform to existing construction and use 
regulations.  It must be water tight and lockable.  It must be clearly identifiable, by a 
permanently fixed serial number or other permanent marks.  Please record all identifiable 
marks on the test sheet.  
Only trailers presented at the time of testing with the proposed vehicle shall be used in 
conjunction with that licensed vehicle. 
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CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THE ISSUE OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE ADDITIONAL TO THE STATUTORY BYELAWS 
 

DEFINITION 

1. "Authorised Officer" has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1976. 

 "The Council" means the Council of the Borough of Chorley. 

 "Taxi" has the same meaning as in the Transport Act, 1985. 

 "The identification plates" mean the plates and livery issued by the Council for the purpose of 
identifying the vehicle as a hackney carriage. 

 "The proprietor" has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1976. 

 "Taximeter" has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1976. 

 "Byelaws" are those byelaws made in pursuance of the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 and the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1976. 

IDENTIFICATION PLATES & LIVERY 
2. The identification plate and livery shall remain the property of the Council at all times.  The licence 

plate shall be affixed to the Hackney Carriage vehicle by the proprietor at his own expense, in the 
following manner:-  

 (a) at the rear of the vehicle, and 

 (b) to the exterior of the vehicle, and 

 (c) with the number facing to the rear, and 

 (d) in a vertical plane, and 
(e) must be affixed by bolts or screws or other similar secure means as approved by the Council, 

in such a manner as to be easily removed by an Authorised Officer. 
(f) The licence plate will display the expiry date of the vehicle licence or the expiry date of the 

vehicles taxi test, which ever expires soonest. 
3.  The proprietor of the Hackney Carriage vehicle shall ensure the identification plates are 

maintained and kept in such condition that the information contained on the identification plate is 
clearly visible to public view at all times.  

4. Internal licence plate must be fixed to the dashboard not obscuring the drivers view or on the     
windscreen outside the swiped area.  

5.  Door signs. The vehicle shall display Council provided livery to the front driver and passenger door 
fixed in a readable position.  The Council’s door signs shall be fixed permanently to the vehicle and 
the use of magnets or other means of temporary fixing shall not be used. 

TYPE OF VEHICLE 

6. (a) The vehicle must be a vehicle approved for use as a Hackney Carriage in Chorley. 

 (b) The vehicle must not be left hand drive. 

 (c) The vehicle must not be a convertible, i.e. have a soft top. 

 (d) The vehicle must have at least 4 doors. 

 (e) The vehicle must have a capacity for at least 4 adult passengers. 

 (f) Where the vehicle is fitted with continuous seats, one person shall be counted for each 
 complete length of 16 inches measured in a straight line lengthwise on the front of each 
 seat, and where any such continuous seat is fitted with arms for the purpose of separating 
 the seating spaces and such arms are so constructed that they can be folded back or  

  otherwise put out of use, such seat shall be measured for the purposes of this Regulation 
 as if it had not been fitted with such arms. 
(g) Only one passenger may be accommodated in the front of the vehicle next to the driver in 

cases where the vehicle is designed to take only one front seat passenger.  

(h) Door catches must be secure at all times whilst being capable of easy operation by 
passengers.  

(i) Forward mounted driving mirrors must be fitted on both sides of the vehicle and an interior 
rear mirror must be fitted. The mirrors must be maintained all times.  

(j) The vehicle must be white unless it is a purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicle. Bizarre 
or garish colour schemes will not be permitted.  

(k) A 1kg (2.2lb) British standards fire extinguisher of the dry powder type shall be fitted to the 
vehicle so as to be readily available for use at all times and be marked with the Hackney 
Carriage plate number. The fire extinguisher shall be maintained in good working order at all 
times.  

(l) Every estate type vehicle be fitted with the manufacturer’s approved or other universal  type 
approved grille, securely fixed to the frame of the vehicle between the passenger area and 
load (luggage) carrying area.  

(j) Seating for each passenger must be not less than 400mm (16”) with a minimum width, 
measured between the arm rests, or any other point that is protruding into passenger seating 
area, of 1220mm (48”). 

(m) The minimum width between the back of the driver’s seat and the front of the rear 
 seating, measured when the forward seat is fully pushed back, must not be less than 
 180mm (7”). 

(n) The height as measured at the centre of any passenger seat and the height to the roof lining 
 in a vertical plane, must be not less than 860mm (34”). 

(o) No vehicle will be licensed if the passenger has to climb over seats or luggage to gain 
 egress, or where such entrance or exit is sited over a fuel tank, high sill, or has been  fitted 
 with handles which are not clearly visible and of a type consistent with those fitted to all other 
 doors of the vehicle.  

(p) Any person applying for a hackney carriage vehicle licence with regards to the 
 grant/renewal or transfer of a vehicle licence, the proposed vehicle shall be subjected to 
 the approval of the council.  With the exception given at (q iii) below. 

(q) The colour of the vehicle unless a purpose built hackney carriage shall be white. 

(i) On the date of first licensing, a vehicle shall normally be no older than three years from 
the date of first registration; 

(ii) Where a vehicle reaches eight years from the date of first registration and the vehicle  

   fails the MOT/Taxi Test or Vehicle Safety Report it will not be eligible for licensing. 

(iii) That in respect of the Fairway, Austin FX4 or Reliant Metrocab Hackney Carriages, or 
any subsequent replacement models thereof, on the date of first licensing a vehicle shall 
be no older than seven years from the date of first registration, and that on the vehicle 
reaching the age of twenty years from the date of first registration, the Licence for the 
vehicle shall normally no longer be eligible for renewal. 

(iv) The Council’s Hackney Carriage vehicle licence conditions of application apply. 

LPG powered vehicles  
(i)   Any vehicle presented for taxi testing will be required at the time of taxi testing to 
 produce to the examiner a certificate as described in the Councils conditions of 
 application of hackney carriage vehicles, relating to the conformity and safe installation 
 of any LPG system attached to the vehicle.  
(ii)  When a LPG system is fitted to an existing hackney carriage vehicle, a certificate of 
 conformity shall be presented to the Council immediately upon completion of the LPG 
 installation and the vehicle shall not be eligible to act as a hackney carriage vehicle until 
 the conversion is to the satisfaction of the Council. 

CONDITION OF VEHICLE 

7. The proprietor shall ensure that the hackney carriage shall be maintained in a sound mechanical 
and structural condition at all times and be capable of satisfying the Council's mechanical and 
structural inspection at any time during the continuance of the vehicle's licence including the 
MOT/taxi test and vehicle safety report.  

8. The proprietor or proprietors as defined by Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1976 shall be jointly and severally responsible for the vehicle and all its fittings 
and equipment and shall ensure that at all times when the vehicle is in use or available for hire, it 
is maintained in an efficient, safe, tidy and clean condition and that all relevant statutory 

requirements (including in particular those contained in Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations) are fully complied with. 

9. The proprietor shall not allow the mechanical and structural specification of the hackney carriage 
to be varied without the consent of an Authorised Officer of the Council.  

TRAILERS 

10. No trailer shall be attached to a hackney carriage vehicle unless the trailer has been tested at 
the same time as the hackney carriage was tested and the trailer is clearly identifiable by a 
serial number or other permanent mark for purposes of identification. 

SIGNS, NOTICES, ETC 
11. No signs, notices, advertisements, plates, marks, numbers, letters, figures, symbols, emblems 

or devices whatsoever shall be displayed on, in or from the vehicle except as may be required 
by any statutory provision or required or permitted by these conditions, provided however, that 
this condition shall not apply to a sign which: 

(a) contains no words or numbers other than the name, address and telephone number of 
the operator of the vehicle or the name under which he carries on his business and his 
business address and telephone numbers; 

(b)  displays sponsored commercial advertisements for which display prior permission has 
been obtained from the Council. 

  The proprietor shall cause to be fixed to the roof of Saloon Type Hackney Carriages an 
illuminated sign bearing the words “CHORLEY BOROUGH TAXI” on both the forward 
and rearward faces of the sign. 

  The sign shall be capable of being so operated that when the vehicle is engaged for hire, 
the sign is not illuminated, this operation shall be controlled by the meter.  

(c)  every hackney carriage vehicle must display in a prominent position inside the 
 vehicle the Council’s table of fares in force at that time. 
(d) Any additional livery must not be above 12” measured from the bottom of the front 
 passenger and driver door, and in any case must not protrude higher than the bump 
 bar strip fitted to the door, this area will be regarded as the lower panel of the door.  

PASSENGERS 

12 The proprietor shall not permit the Hackney Carriage to be used to carry a greater number of 
passengers than that prescribed in the licence. 

a) Under the Motor Vehicles (Wearing of Seat Belts) Regulations 1993, all occupants of a 
vehicle, must wear a seat belt if provided. 

(i) Hackney Carriage drivers may claim exemption if plying for, or actually carrying 
passengers on hire, but this will not apply whilst driving to and from his home or 
base nor whilst not plying for hire. 

ANIMALS 

13.   The proprietor shall not permit any animal to ride in the vehicle, except an animal in the 
custody  or control of the hirer which animal shall be conveyed in the rear of the vehicle. 

TWO-WAY RADIOS  

14. The proprietor shall ensure that any radio equipment fitted to his hackney carriage is at all times kept 
in a safe and sound condition and maintained in proper working order. 

15.  That any means of radio communication used by the proprietor or driver of a hackney 
carriage with respect to the operation thereof must be a means of radio communication 
using radio frequencies other than those licensed by the Department of Trade and 
Industry for use by Citizens Band Radio.  

SEAT BELTS 
16. The regulations, amended to include rear seat passengers, who must now wear seat belts if 

provided.   

The proprietor shall allow only one passenger per seat to be conveyed in the front of the vehicle 
beside the driver.  The proprietor must affix a sign provided by the Council as set out hereunder in a 
prominent position in the interior of the vehicle so as to enable it to be clearly visible to all 
passengers therein. `ALL PASSENGERS MUST BY LAW USE A SEAT BELT WHERE PROVIDED' 
CONVICTIONS 
17. The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall within seven days of conviction disclose to the 

Council in writing details of any convictions imposed on him during the currency of his licence. 

CHEQUES 
18. A licence in respect of which the licence fee has been paid by cheque shall not be effective until 

the cheque has been cleared. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
19. The proprietor shall notify the Council in writing of any change in his address within 7 days of 

such change taking place. 

TOUTING, ETC. 
20. The proprietor shall not: 
 (a)  TOUT OR SOLICIT IN A PUBLIC PLACE ANY PERSON TO HIRE OR BE CARRIED FOR 

 HIRE IN ANY HACKNEY CARRIAGE, OR 

 (b)  CAUSE OR PROCURE ANY OTHER PERSON TO TOUT OR SOLICIT IN A PUBLIC 
 PLACE ANY PERSON TO HIRE OR BE CARRIED FOR HIRE IN ANY HACKNEY 
 CARRIAGE. 

 In this condition: "public place" includes any highway and any other premises or 
place to which at the material time the public have or are 
permitted to have access (whether on payment or otherwise). 

DRIVERS 
21. The proprietor shall not cause or procure or permit any person who is not the holder of a current 

hackney carriage driver's licence issued by the Council to drive the hackney carriage. 

ACCIDENTS 
22. The proprietor of a Hackney Carriage shall report to the Council as soon as is reasonably 

practicable, and in any case within 72 hours of the occurrence of any accident to the licensed 
vehicle causing damage materially affecting the safety, performance and appearance of the 
licensed vehicle or the comfort or convenience of persons carried. 

RECORD BOOKS AND RECEIPTS 
23. The proprietor shall ensure that a record book is kept at all times in the vehicle.  This record 

book must show the occasions when a receipt is issued.  A receipt must be given if requested 
and each receipt must show the licence number of the driver, the date and the amount charged.  
A sign should be displayed in the vehicle indicating that a receipt will be given if requested. 

METERS 
24 The taximeter that must be fitted in accordance with hackney carriage byelaws must be 

calibrated so that the fare shown is the current fare authorised by the Council and shall bear the 
Council’s seal.  

RADIO SCANNERS 
24. The licensee shall not fit, carry or use any radio frequency scanning apparatus in or on a 

licensed vehicle.  
INSURANCE  
25.  Where the insurance produced with the application for or renewal of this licence is due to expire 

before the date of expiry of the licence a current insurance document must be produced either 
on or before the date when the original insurance expires.  It is the responsibility of the licensee 
to ensure that a current insurance document is produced to the Licensing Section; failure to do 
so may result in the suspension of this licence. 

ADDITIONAL LICENCE CONDITION  
Applicable only to licence numbers 32 to 39 inclusive and No 9. 
26 This licence is issued specifically in respect of a vehicle constructed or adapted for the carriage 

of disabled persons and once granted, the licensed vehicle and any replacement vehicle must: 
i) in the opinion of the Council be suitable for the carriage of disabled persons; 
ii)  at all times comply with the specification guidelines set down by the Council and for 
 the time being in force; and/or  
iii) comply with any regulations that may be made by the Secretary of State under the 
 provisions of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. 

 
Appendix E 1 
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CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THE ISSUE OF A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE (PHV) LICENCE 

1. DEFINITIONS 
 “Authorised Officer” has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 
 “The Council” means the Council of the Borough of Chorley. 
 “The identification plates” means the plates and other livery issued by the Council for the purpose of 

identifying the vehicle as a private hire vehicle. 
 “The Proprietor” has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976. 
 “Taximeter” has the same meaning as in Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976. 

IDENTIFICATION PLATES & LIVERY 
2. The identification plate and livery shall remain the property of the Council at all times.  The licence 

plate shall be affixed to the private hire vehicle by the proprietor at his own expense, in the following 
manner:-  
(a) at the rear of the vehicle, and 
(b) to the exterior of the vehicle, and 
(c) with the number facing to the rear, and 
(d) in a vertical plane, and 
(e) must be affixed by bolts or screws or other similar secure means as approved by the Council,  

in such a manner as to be easily removed by an Authorised Officer.  
(f) The licence plate will display the expiry date of the vehicle licence or the expiry date of the 

vehicles taxi test, which ever expires soonest. 
3. The proprietor of the private hire vehicle shall ensure the identification plates are maintained and 
 kept in such condition that the information contained on the identification plate is clearly visible to 
 public view at all times. 
4. Internal licence plate must be fixed to the dashboard not obscuring the drivers view or on the 
 windscreen outside the swiped area.  
5.  Door signs. The vehicle shall display Council provided livery to the front driver and passenger door 

fixed in a readable position.  The Council’s door signs shall be fixed permanently to the vehicle and 
the use of magnets or other means of temporary fixing shall not be used. 

TYPE OF VEHICLE 
6. (a) The vehicle must not be a vehicle approved for use as a Hackney Carriage in Chorley. 
 (b)  The vehicle must not be left-hand drive except for stretch limousines or vehicles of similar 

 nature.  
 (c) The vehicle must not be a convertible i.e. have a soft top. 
 (d) The vehicle must have at least 4 doors. 
 (e) The vehicle must have a capacity for at least 4 adult passengers. 
 (f) Where the vehicle is fitted with continuous seats one person shall be counted for each 

 complete length of 16 inches measured in a straight line lengthwise on the front of each 
 seat, and where any such continuous seat is fitted with arms for the purpose of separating 
 the seating spaces and such arms are so constructed that they can be folded back or 
 otherwise put out of use such seat shall be measured for the purposes of this Regulation as 
 if it had not been fitted with such arms. 

(g) Only one passenger may be accommodated in the front of the vehicle next to the driver in 
cases where the vehicle is designed to take only one front seat passenger.  

(h) Door catches must be secure at all times whilst being capable of easy operation by 
passengers.  

(i) Forward mounted driving mirrors must be fitted on both sides of the vehicle and an interior rear 
mirror must be fitted. The mirrors must be maintained all times.  

(j) The vehicle must not be white, see q below.  
(k) A 1kg (2.2lb) British standards fire extinguisher of the dry powder type shall be fitted to the 

vehicle so as to be readily available for use at all times and be marked with the Hackney 
Carriage plate number. The fire extinguisher shall be maintained in good working order at all 
times.  

(l) Every estate type vehicle be fitted with the manufacturer’s approved or other universal  type 
approved grille, securely fixed to the frame of the vehicle between the passenger area and load 
(luggage) carrying area.  

(j) Seating for each passenger must be not less than 400mm (16”) with a minimum width, 
measured between the arm rests, or any other point that is protruding into passenger seating 
area, of 1220mm (48”). 

(m) The minimum width between the back of the driver’s seat and the front of the rear seating, 
measured when the forward seat is fully pushed back, must not be less than 180mm (7”). 

(n) The height as measured between the centre of any passenger seat and the height to the roof 
lining in a vertical plane, must be not less than 860mm (34”). 

(o) No vehicle will be licensed if the passenger has to climb over seats or luggage to gain egress, 
or where such entrance or exit is sited over a fuel tank, high sill, or has been fitted with handles 
which are not clearly visible and of a type consistent with those fitted to all other doors of the 
vehicle.  

(p) Any person applying for a private hire vehicle licence with regards to the grant/renewal or 
transfer of a vehicle licence, the proposed vehicle shall be subjected to the approval of the 
council.   

 (q) The colour of the vehicle shall not be white unless it is a stretched limousine or other similar 
 vehicle that is acceptable for licensing as a private hire vehicle. 

(i) On the date of first licensing, a vehicle shall normally be no older than three years from 
the date of first registration; 

(ii) Where a vehicle reaches eight years from the date of first registration and the vehicle  
        fails the MOT/Taxi Test or Vehicle Safety Report it will not be eligible for licensing 

(i)  The Council’s Private Hire vehicle licence conditions of application apply. 
(r)  LPG powered vehicles  

(i)   Any vehicle presented for taxi testing will be required at the time of taxi testing to  produce 
to the examiner a certificate as described in the Councils conditions of  application of  
private hire vehicles, relating to the conformity and safe installation of any  LPG system 
attached to the vehicle.  
(ii)  When a LPG system is fitted to an existing private hire vehicle, a certificate of conformity 
 shall be presented to the Council immediately upon completion of the LPG installation 
 and the vehicle shall not be eligible to act as a private hire vehicle until the conversion is 
 to the satisfaction of the Council. 

CONDITION OF VEHICLE 
7. The proprietor shall ensure that the private hire vehicle shall be maintained in a sound mechanical 

and structural condition at all times and be capable of satisfying the Council’s mechanical and 
structural inspection at any time during the continuance of the vehicle’s licence including the 
MOT/taxi test and vehicle safety report.  

8. The proprietor or proprietors as defined in Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 shall be jointly and severally responsible for the vehicle and all its fittings and 
equipment and shall ensure that at all times when the vehicle is in use or available for hire it is 
maintained in an efficient, safe, tidy and clean condition and that all relevant statutory requirements 
including in particular those contained in Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations are 
fully complied with. 

9. The proprietor shall not allow the mechanical and structural specification of the private hire vehicle 
to be varied without the consent of an Authorised Officer of the Council. 

 

TRAILERS 

10. No trailer shall be attached to a private hire vehicle unless the trailer has been tested at the 
same time as the private hire was tested and the trailer is clearly identifiable by a serial 
number or other permanent mark for purposes of identification. 

SIGNS, NOTICES ETC 
11. No signs, notices, advertisements, plates, marks, numbers, letters, figures, symbols, 

emblems or devices whatsoever shall be displayed on, in or from the vehicle except as may 
be required by any statutory provision or required or permitted by these conditions, 
provided, however, that this condition shall not apply to a sign which:- 
(a) Contains no words or numbers other than the name, address and telephone number 

of the  operator of the vehicle or the name under 
which he carries on his business and his business address and telephone number; 
provided that in the opinion of the Council the wording of any sign does not appear to 
lead any person to believe that the vehicle is a hackney carriage; 

 (b) Displays sponsored commercial advertisements to be displayed on the rear 
 passenger's doors, for which display prior written permission has been obtained from 
 the  Council. 

 (c) There may be displayed within the vehicle for the information of the passengers a 
table  of fares in a form and type of printing previously submitted to and approved by the 
 Council. 

 (d) Roof signs are not permitted on private hire vehicles. 
 (e) Any additional livery must not be above 12” measured from the bottom of the door, 

 and in any case must not protrude higher than the bump bar strip fitted to the door, 
this  area will be regarded as the lower panel of the door. 

PASSENGERS AND SEAT BELTS 
12. (A) The proprietor/licensee shall not permit the Private Hire Vehicle to be used to carry a 

 greater number of passengers than that prescribed in the licence. 
 (B) Under the ‘Motor Vehicles (Wearing of Seat Belts) Regulations 1993’, all occupants of 

a vehicle, as described in (A), must wear a seat belt if provided. 

(i)   Hackney Carriage drivers may claim exemption if plying for, or actually carrying 
passengers on hire, but this will not apply whilst driving to and from his home or 
base  nor whilst not  plying for hire. 

(ii) Private Hire drivers may only claim exemption when a fare paying passenger is 
actually in the vehicle and not at any other time. 

(C) Mini-bus type vehicles must have passed a “seat belt test” unless seat belts have 
been installed by the vehicle manufacturer.  If you need further information about the 
testing of seat belts, please contact the Licensing Office in Union Street.  

13. The proprietor shall only allow the appropriate number of passengers to be carried in the 
front of the vehicle as the vehicle is designed to carry. The proprietor must affix a sign 
provided by the Council as set out hereunder in a prominent position in the interior of the 
vehicle so as to enable it to be clearly visible to all passengers therein. 

  ‘ALL PASSENGERS MUST BY LAW USE A SEAT BELT WHERE PROVIDED' 

ANIMALS 
14. The proprietor shall not permit any animal to ride in the vehicle except an animal in the 

custody or control of the hirer which animal shall be conveyed in the rear of the vehicle. 

LICENCES 
15. The proprietor shall deposit the vehicle licence issued by the Council with the private hire 

operator for whom the vehicle is being used during the time it is so used for that operator. 

TWO-WAY RADIOS 
16. The proprietor shall ensure that any radio equipment fitted to the private hire vehicle is at all 

times kept in a safe and sound condition and maintained in proper working order. 
17. That any means of radio communication used by the proprietor or driver of a private hire 

vehicle with respect to the operation thereof must be a means of radio communication using 
radio frequencies other than those licensed by the Department of Trade and Industry for 
use by Citizens Band Radio. 

CONVICTIONS 
18. The proprietor of a Private Hire Vehicle shall within seven days of conviction disclose to the 

Council in writing details of any convictions imposed on him during the currency of his 
licence. 

CHEQUES 
19. A licence in respect of which the licence fee has been paid by cheque shall not be effective 
 until the cheque has been cleared 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
20. The proprietor shall notify the Council in writing of any change in his address within 7 days 

of such change taking place. 

TOUTING ETC 
21. The proprietor shall not: 
 (a) TOUT OR SOLICIT IN A PUBLIC PLACE ANY PERSON TO HIRE OR BE CARRIED 

 FOR HIRE IN ANY PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE OR 
 (b) CAUSE OR PROCURE ANY OTHER PERSON TO TOUT OR SOLICIT IN A 

 PUBLIC PLACE ANY PERSON TO HIRE OR BE CARRIED FOR HIRE IN ANY 
 PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE. 

 In this condition: 
 “public place” includes any highway and any other premises or place to which at the 

material time the public have or are permitted to have access (whether on payment or 
otherwise). 

DRIVERS 
22. The proprietor shall not cause or procure or permit any person who is not the holder of a 

current private hire vehicle driver’s licence issued by the Council to drive the private hire 
vehicle for the purposes of any hiring. 

ACCIDENTS 
23. The proprietor of a Private Hire Vehicle shall report to the Council as soon as reasonably 
 practicable, and in any case within 72 hours of the occurrence, any accident to the licensed 
 vehicle causing damage materially affecting the safety, performance and appearance of the 
 licensed vehicle or the comfort or convenience of persons carried. 

RECORD BOOKS AND RECEIPTS 
24. The proprietor shall ensure that a record book is kept at all times in the vehicle.  This record 

book must show the occasions when a receipt is issued.  A receipt must be given if 
requested and each receipt must show the licence number of the driver, the date and the 
amount charged.  A sign should be displayed in the vehicle indicating that a receipt will be 
given if requested. 

RADIO SCANNERS 
24. The Licensee shall not fit, carry, or use any radio frequency scanning apparatus in or on a 

licensed vehicle.  

INSURANCE 
25. Where the insurance produced with the application for or renewal of this licence is due to 

expire before the date of expiry of the licence a current insurance document must be 
produced either on or before the date when the original insurance expires.  It is the 
responsibility of the licensee to ensure that a current insurance document is produced 
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C o u n c i l  
 

PROPOSED HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE TESTING 
STRUCTURE APPROXIMATE COSTS 

 
 

PROPOSED CURRENT( These are approximate costs) 

Vehicles 0 – 3 years(see note below)  Vehicles 0 – 3 years 
Annually Annually  
* 1 x taxi test/MOT  1 x taxi test (without MOT)     Between £25 - £45 
 1 x taxi test with MOT  Between £34 - £94 
 TOTAL £60  TOTAL Between £59 - £139 
  
  
 
 
Vehicles 3 – 8 years    Vehicles 3 – 6 years 
* 2 x taxi test at £60 each £120 1 taxi test (without MOT) Between £25 - £45 
Vehicle Safety Report £10 1 taxi test with MOT Between £34 - £94 
 TOTAL £130  TOTAL Between £59 - £139 
  
  
  
 
 
Vehicles 6 years old (If failed MOT/Taxi 
test)    

Vehicles 6 years old 

Annually Annually 
* 3 x taxi test at £60 each £180 1 taxi test (without MOT) Between £25 - £45 
Vehicle Safety Report £10 1 taxi test (with MOT)  Between £34 - £94 
 TOTAL £190  TOTAL  Between £59 - £139 
  
  
  
 
 
Vehicles 8 years old   Vehicles 8 years old 
Annually Annually 
* 3 x taxi test at £60 each £180 2 taxi test (without MOT)  Between £50 - £90 
Vehicle Safety Report £10 1 taxi test with MOT  Between £34 - £94 
 TOTAL £190  TOTAL  Between £90 - £184 
  
  

 
MOT and test (£60) plus Vehicle Safety Report (£10)  TOTAL £70 

Safety Report on its own will be by negotiation with garage and operator, but will be around £60. 

Note 1 - if licensed for 6 months, a taxi test* will be required every 6 months, annual total £120. 

* Taxi test includes an MOT 

 

Taxi Test definition: - Will consist of Vehicle Operating Standards Agency MOT Test and those conditions as 
passed by the Licensing and Safety Committee for the licensing of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles.  
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ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY THE TAXI TRADE- 
VEHICLE TEST ARRANGEMENTS APPROXIMATE COSTS 

 
(The main difference to the proposal is the frequency of testing) 

 

PROPOSED CURRENT( These are approximate costs) 

Vehicles 0 – 3 years   Vehicles 0 – 3 years 

Annually (see note below) Annually 

* 1 x taxi test/MOT  1 x taxi test (without MOT)     Between £25 - £45 

 1 x taxi test with MOT  Between £34 - £94 

 TOTAL £60  TOTAL Between £59 - £139 

  

  

 

 

Vehicles 3 – 8 years   Vehicles 3 – 8 years 

Annually Annually 

* 2 x taxi test/MOT at £60 each £120 1 taxi test (without MOT) Between £25 - £45 

Vehicle Safety Report £10 1 taxi test with MOT Between £34 - £94 

 TOTAL £130  TOTAL Between £59 - £139 

  

  

 

 

Vehicles 8 years old   Vehicles 8 years old 

Annually Annually 

* 3 x taxi test/MOT at £60 each £180 2 taxi test (without MOT) Between £50 - £90 

Vehicle Safety Report £10 1 taxi test with MOT Between £34 - £94 

 TOTAL £190  TOTAL Between £84 - £184 

  
  

 
MOT and test (£60) Plus Vehicle Safety Report (£10)  TOTAL £70 
 
Safety Report on its own will be by negotiation with garage and operator, but will be around £60 
 
Note 1 – if licensed for 6 months, a taxi test* will be required every 6 months, annual total £120  
 
* Taxi test includes an MOT 
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From: mohammed sajid [mailto:msajid68@hotmail.co.uk]  

Sent: 04 September 2008 23:19 
To: Stephen Culleton 

Subject: Objection to proposed cost structure to m.o.t's 
 
 

Dear Steve 

 

We are objecting to the changes to the cost of M.O.T/taxi test structure which you are 

proposing. We are finding very difficult to understand why:- 

 

1. New cost of m.o.t to increase to £60 for 6 months when previously we have been paying 

£25/£40. (The cost should be determined by the garages and not by the council). A £40 

increase per annum to M.o.t's is far too excessive considering you have already burdened 

us with the £38 for the livery adn increase in License Fee. 

 

2. The method of payment should remain the same i.e. We should continue to pay the 

garages direct as apposed to paying the council. Also this would increase the workload for 

the onestop shop who are already struggling to implement new changes. 

 

3. Need to look at the cost of Licensing Fees. 

 

yours sincerely 

 

 

Mohammed Sajid 

 

Chairman for Chorley Hackney Carriage Association  
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